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THE ALTERNATIVES START
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""FUSE remains my favourite magazine i
on the arts — fusing social life and ‘
creative life with verve, intelligence, and
sometimes an admirable ferocity (which 'Q ‘ -
the times deserve)."’ \
—Lucy R. Lippard, critic /
Svd|

"FUSE...is an important contributor to
critical discourse in Canada."’
—Jeannette Reinhardt, Video Out

U Enclosed is my cheque [J Please send receipt ‘ I N
Name: ~

Address: % l

City:

Province: OT AVE.
Code: ‘

Individuals: 01 1yr. $12 O 2 yrs. $20 B AR T
Institutions: [ 1 yr. $18 O 2 yrs. $27

Outside Canada add $3 per sub per year. .1043

N3 |\ (613) 236-6181

GALLERY

WINNIPEG, CANADA
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VIDEO POOL

DISTRIBUTION

Rhonda Abrams * Lloyd Brandson * Per Brask
Nida Home Doherty * Paul Downie
Jeff Funnell « Daniel Galevich
Wendy Geller » Ground Zero * Bruce Hanks
Clark Henderson * Allen Hessler
Ryszard Hunka * Vern Hume * Steve Hladkyj
Gerry Kisil » Michael Klein
Laszlo Krestevski * Rob Milthrop
Cherie Moses * Susan McEachern * Andrea Philp
Carol Pickering * Grant Poier » Alex Poruchnyk
Rick Raxlen * Bruce Robb * Al Rushton
Joyan Saunders * Janic Starko * Ryan Takatsu
Peter Tittenberger * Jan Zarzycki

SOCIETY

National Feminist Production
and Distribution Centre

* Films and videotapes by
women about women

* Sales and rentals

* Previewing Service

#204 - 456 West Broadway, Vancouver, B.C.

Canada V5Y 1R3 (604) 872-2250
2nd FLOOR 89 PRINCESS STREET (204) 949-9134

P.O BOX 2702 WINNIPEG CANADA R3C 4B3
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5th Floor

489 College Street
Toronto, Ontario
Canada M6G 1A5
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Attention Artists!!!

B Are you a risk taker?

M Is your work experimental
and innovative?

B Are you a painter? Video
Artist? Performance Artist?
Installation Artist? Multi-
Media Artist? Other?

B Would you like to exhibit your
work at SAW Gallery? Il so,
send 10 slides. video or audio
tapes and any olther support
material, including a resume
and proposal to:

55 Bvward Market Syuare. 2nd 1l

: \‘ “ ‘ Ottawa. NIN 903
: W (613) 236-6181
&

GALLERY

PLUG-IN

175 McDERMOT AVE.

GALLERY HOURS: WED.-SUN. 11-5,
THURS. 11-9, CLOSED MON. & TUES.

AT T 5 ST
204-942-1043
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Ryszard Hunka * Vern Hume * Steve Hladkyj
Gerry Kisil « Michael Klein
Laszlo Krestevski * Rob Milthrop
Cherie Moses * Susan McEachern * Andrea Philp
Carol Pickering * Grant Poier * Alex Poruchnyk
Rick Raxlen * Bruce Robb * Al Rushton
Joyan Saunders * Janic Starko * Ryan Takatsu
Peter Tittenberger » Jan Zarzycki
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There are currently at least three movies showing in
mainstream theatres which treat gay and lesbian relations,
and in some instances go so far as to depict them as if they
were downright normal. That may be breathtaking in itself, in
the context of a homophobic society, yet one still has to
choose to see it consciously, and to lay down a fiver before
gaining entry.

On the other hand, the unsuspecting civilian trudging north
on Yonge Street might glance up to see the word ‘Lesbians’
spelled out in lights 20 feet high and 40 feet long — for free.
There being nothing else in the immediate area quite so
deserving of their attention, they doubtless would watch on to
see the message in its entirety: Lesbians Fly Canada. Pro-
vocative and coy, the message vanishes like a dream, replac-
ed by comforting information about cheap flights to Bermuda.
The unsuspecting viewer stands transfixed, doubting their
senses, though 7 minutes of extraordinarily banal advertising
messages. Then, preceded by a disclaimer of sorts (‘An Ar-
tist’s Project for Public Access’), the message returns...
“Private Desires, Public Sins,”’ it says, ‘‘Lesbians Fly
Canada.”’

Yet the civilian still did not see the message as it was
originally intended to read: Lesbians Fly Air Canada. The
sponsoring company, Electromedia, fearing reprisals from
Air Canada, which it considers a potential client, refused to
run it; and the three meetings with the organizing arts group
Public Access were not enough to change the necessary
minds. What the civilian saw was the compromise the artist
made under protest, one which served to rescue a crown cor-
poration from any association with that word, and which pro-
hibited the project from challenging advertising texts. Never-
theless, that word, intervening into public space, was seen
in 20 foot letters on Yonge Street, in lights, every 7 minutes
for a week (April 21 to April 27).

Gary Kibbins
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| JUST REGEIVED MY FIRST
G.A.l.* CHEQUE OF 524,000

Canada Council Conselldes Arts du Canac
10477
'g:te office Boxlg'; 3 %‘mﬁ,ﬂgfmﬂo mw a 4

Ottawa, Ontario
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It’s a good job | joined the Artists Union.

*For details consult ‘““The Economic Status of the Artist: A Working Paper’”’ prepared by the Independent Artists Union, in
the next issue of Fuse.













