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A limited edition catalogue, archiving the “50 Years of
Migration” exhibition, presented by artist Aquil Virani
and the Aga Khan Council for Canada, and commemorating
Ismaili Muslim immigration stories from across Canada



This book was designed on land we now call Toronto,

on the traditional territory of many nations including the
Mississaugas of the Credit, the Anishinaabeg, the Chippewa,
the Haudenosaunee and the Wendat peoples - on land
governed by Treaty 13 with the Mississaugas of the Credit.

© 2023 Aquil Virani and various artists, photographers and
storytellers included in the exhibition and catalogue book.
Layout, cover and book design by Aquil Virani.

“50 Years of Migration”
Created by artist Aquil Virani
in collaboration with the

Aga Khan Council for Canada

Community submissions for “50 Years of Migration” were
collected digitally throughout 2022.

Thanks to each of the photographers who captured images
of the exhibition installations and events featured in the book:
Karim Virani (Vancouver), Volunteer Naazish (Ottawa), Tia
MacPherson (Ottawa), Akber Dewji (Ottawa), Shirin Dhanani
(Montreal), Anoushka Rajan (Vancouver), Asif Bhalesha
(Vancouver), Noor Panjwani (Kitchener), Salim Nensi (Toronto),
Aazil Jaffer (Calgary), Alnoor Ismail (Laval), Aquil Virani
(Toronto), Sweety Walli (Brampton), and any other unnamed
photographers and assistants at these events.

The exhibition contains artwork graciously funded by the
Canada Council for the Arts and the Ontario Arts Council.
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This catalogue includes
(1) a small section of
writing related to

the exhibition, (2) a
presentation of exhibition
photographs of the
Installations at venues
across Canada,

(3) a short collection of
press clippings and
comments from visitors,
(4) an appendix of the
printed exhibition
panels reproduced here
in booklet format and
(5) a transcript of the
exhibition’s audio play..






s 00 [ F)
\RS OF










- A :
= Qb ACGA KRHAN MUSEUM [(wnn =

THI MAKING (F 57 YTARS OF bASRAOw

T NG OF 57 1ARS O mOREN MO PRGNS,




@ AGA KHAN MUSEUM

AGA KHAN MUSEUM:
Q&A WITH CREATIVE
DIRECTOR AQUIL VIRANI

As published on the Aga Khan Museum website:

Aquil Virani, the Creative Director who collaborated with
the Aga Khan Council for Canada to create “50 Years of
Migration,” shares his perspective on the exhibition and
the stories that inspired it.

In a single sentence, what is the exhibition about?

This travelling grassroots exhibition honours everyday
stories of courage and resilience, celebrating the colourful
kaleidoscope of Ismaili Muslim migration to Canada over the
past 50 years.

What happened 50 years ago?

In 1972, amidst growing anti-Asian sentiment and colonial
resentment in East Africa, Uganda’s President Idi Amin
expelled all “Asians,” whether citizens or not, giving them 90
days to leave the country. While many fled to Commonwealth
countries or tried to return to India after the decree, the
“Ugandan Asians” that came to Canada — including many
Ismaili Muslims — represented the first mass migration of
non-European and mostly non-Christian refugees in Canada’s
history.



Ugandan President Idi Amin depicted on a black-and-white
television inside someone’s home.

What kinds of materials will visitors see and hear?

The visual aspect of the exhibition is a collage of hundreds of
family photographs, first-hand accounts and quotes, maps,
timelines, and historical documents with a few artworks
sprinkled in. The exhibition also includes an “audio play”

— similar to a podcast — that weaves together personal
interviews so that you hear directly from the voices of the
project participants. The vocal storytelling is an emotive
complement to the printed panels, playing freely on a loop as
visitors walk through.

The exhibition panels begin with an explanation of
Ismailism and a timeline of Ismailis in Canada — why was it
important to start with this?

| wanted to establish a contextual foundation to help

visitors understand Ismaili Muslims as well as to share these
stories with Ismailis themselves to further their historical
understanding.

Were there any surprising stories you came across in
building the exhibition?

One surprise to me was how improvised and adaptable the
Canadian immigration officials acted “on the ground” in
Uganda in 1972. Canada didn’t have an embassy there at the



time; they flew out of Lebanon and established a temporary
office within a few days. With breaking news, changing rules,
shifting mandates, frequent intimidation and posturing by the
Ugandan military (and no internet), they relied on the major
newspaper to call applicants back to the office for interviews
using coded, anonymized numbers that corresponded to an
individual applicant’s case number.
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Canadian immigration officials welcome Ugandan refugees in
Longue Pointe, Quebec in 1972 (Library and Archives Canada).

Do you have a favourite panel? Or a favourite story? Could
you choose one to share?

As an Ismaili who grew up in Canada, | was excited to learn
about a link between the 1972 Summit Series and a visit

from His Highness the Aga Khan with immigration officials in
Canada. Who would have thought the score of a hockey game
might inadvertently affect the number of refugees accepted
by Canada? On the printed panels, | call it “the hockey story.”



Does the exhibition focus on Uganda? Or does it share
stories from other communities?

The exhibition uses 1972's Ugandan Asian expulsion as a
jumping-off point but features plenty of diverse stories,
whether told by Ugandan Ismailis, Afghan Ismailis, Syrian
Ismailis, or Tajik Ismailis, among many others. The group of
“Ugandan Asians” that settled in Canada starting in 1972
were the first significant wave of Ismailis to settle here, so
they serve in a way as the first chapter of the Ismaili-Canadian
story. They were a “test case” in many ways as the first
significant wave of non-European, non-Christian refugees in
Canada’s history.

What was the hardest part of creating the exhibition?

| put pressure on myself to do a good job and create materials
that were worthy of representing my community. The most
daunting task was to fit an immensely diverse and voluminous
collection of stories into a finite number of panels. There
wasn’t enough space to fit every single story, but we strived
to properly represent different segments of our community —
geographically, ethnically, gender-wise, and so on. | likened the
project to “fitting a rainbow in a suitcase.” We did our best.

Ayub Nazari fled from Afghanistan in 1994 with his entire
family, parents, six brothers, one sister and their families.



Have you worked on such a scale before, integrating
hundreds of different community-submitted materials in a
national exhibition, touring across the country?

In 2014, | worked with facilitator Rebecca Jones to create
“Canada’s Self Portrait,” a collaborative art project that
integrated over 800 drawings about our national identity from
everyday participants in all 13 provinces and territories. The
final artworks were exhibited at Stewart Hall Art Gallery in
Pointe-Claire, Quebec, Galerie Mile End in Montreal, and at the
Canadian Museum of Immigration at Pier 21 in Halifax in 2016.

If visitors are inspired to share their stories,

what can they do?

Ismaili Canadians can still contribute their story to the 50-year
archive on iicanada.org. Most iterations of the exhibition will
include “participatory” activities where visitors can write on
stickers that are pasted onto special panels. My hope is that
reading others’ stories will inspire more people to take the
time to write down the details of their own lives. We often
assume our family remembers more than they actually do. |
always remind others: write it down.

You're a professional visual artist. Can you tell us about
some of the art included in the exhibition?

While the exhibition is predominantly an “anthology of first-
hand accounts,” it is also a creative storytelling exhibition.
One of the featured artworks is a mixed-media mural titled
“Our Journey Upstream.” The community-led project was
facilitated by Ottawa-based artist Narmin Kassam. | thought,
“What better way to complement the written stories in the
exhibition than by presenting a colourful visual metaphor of
our community'’s history?”



Artist Narmin Kassam helped to facilitate this beautiful
community-based mural in Ottawa in 2021.

How long did you spend building the exhibition?

| spent hundreds of hours (probably about 400 hours), over
several months, researching, writing, gathering, corresponding,
interviewing, editing, photo editing, designing panels, editing
text, and producing the audio play. It was definitely a labour of
love, submitted in service to the community.

Are there any panels that didn’t make it into the final
exhibition?

Tons! In addition to having to shorten some of the text
submissions and trim some of the newspaper clippings we
presented, there were also a few artworks that | had to edit
out. One of the panels was an optical illusion that couldn’t be
read unless you stood in the right spot with instructions, you
could step to the side and view it from the appropriate angle.
As an exercise in perspectives and empathy-building, it would
read “Please put yourself in our shoes.”

Where and when will the exhibition travel?

Over the next several months, the 50-year commemorative
exhibition will travel to places of Ismaili communion and prayer
(called Jamatkhanas) and other Ismaili-related institutions
across Canada.



Will there be volunteers available to answer questions?
Yes, our goal is to have volunteers available for the duration
of the exhibition. They won't act as tour guides, but they will
welcome visitors and answer any questions, especially for
non-Ismaili attendees.

An Ismaili Muslim celebration in Montreal in 2016
(photographed by Muslim Harji Images).

Share with us why the Jamatkhana will be used as an
exhibition venue.

1.1 love community exhibition spaces; there's no better way
to connect with people than to bring art to them directly. 2.
Our Jamatkhanas are often artworks in themselves — marvels
of architecture, geometry, and interior design. 3. It's fitting

to share these stories in our Jamatkhanas which are hubs for
culture and community. | have gone to “khane” since | was a
baby. These community halls are a place to convene, to reflect,
to celebrate.

For the launch of the exhibition, the Aga Khan Museum is the
perfect backdrop to showcase these stories.



In a recent essay published about your work, writer
Devyani Saltzman talks about seva as a central concept in
your work. Can you tell us about that?

As an Ismaili kid born in Vancouver, | grew up around
volunteers. My parents, aunts and uncles served as community
leaders. And so, a lot of the moral questions in my work stem
from that ingrained sense of service to others. It was actually
a conversation | had with a fellow Ismaili artist, Salima Punjani,
where | realized that my constant desire to “make an impact”
or "help someone” with my artwork comes from that Ismaili
concept of seva.

So how do you fit a rainbow in a suitcase? Have you

figured that part out?
When we tell stories, anything is possible.

Learn more about artist Aquil Virani’s work at aquil.ca.

Visit the exhibition at the Aga Khan Museum, on now until
February 12, 2023.



“Despite the challenges
and expectations of the
systems we operate within,
Virani's work is a rare
collaborative commons
where everyday stories are
heard and shared, shaped
by colour and form, and
ultimately given back to
community in the spirit of
solidarity and seva. In a
world increasingly divided,
he continues to listen.”

— Devyani Saltzman, in essay “Aquil
Virani celebrates the stories of
everyday people” (aquil.ca/essay)







OTTAWA
CITIZEN

JAFFER: A CANADIAN
ISMAILI-MUSLIM
SENATOR MARKS

50 YEARS OF
CONNECTING VALUES

As published in the Ottawa Citizen:

| am lucky that my two greatest blessings, being
Canadian and Ismaili Muslim, are not only able to
peacefully co-exist, but actively interact and build
upon one another.

Being an Ismaili Muslim woman is a very important
part of my identity. On numerous occasions |

have risen in the chamber of the Canadian Senate,

on conference stages and in media interviews and
proudly spoken about my Ismaili heritage. | do this
because | have an immense debt of gratitude to

the community and His Highness the Aga Khan, the
spiritual leader of more than 15 million Ismaili Muslims
around the world. | believe | owe my success, honours,
awards and milestones of my life to the values
instilled in me as an Ismaili Muslim.



Senator Mobina Jaffer (left) greeting the Aga Khan (right)
in 2018. Photo supplied by Senator Mobina Jaffer.

Recently, the Ismaili Muslim community in Canada marked
the 50th anniversary of its substantial presence in
Canada. In August 1972, Idi Amin announced that the 60,000
South Asians in the country were to leave Uganda within 90
days. My father, Sherali Bandali Jaffer, as a former member

of Parliament, had to flee earlier as his life was in danger. The
Aga Khan, the spiritual leader of the community, and Prince
Sadruddin Aga Khan, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees,
came to our rescue with the aid of many countries.

Happily, along with 6,000 other South Asians from
Uganda, my family and | were able to seek asylum in
Canada. Despite our struggles, it was the kindness and
openness of Canadians that provided us with a chance at
building a new life.

| was privileged to be able to turn that adversity into
success. | become the first practising female South Asian
lawyer in Canada; was appointed as Queen’s (now King's)
Counsel; and was privileged to be appointed the first Muslim
member of the Senate of Canada; the first African-born
senator; and the first senator of South Asian descent.



But | was certainly not the last. The story of struggle, hard
work and progress is that of thousands of Canadian Ismailis,
and of so many, over history, who chose to call Canada their
home.

But the story of generosity is not unidirectional. Over
the last 50 years, Ismailis from all walks of life have worked
tirelessly to give back to this country that has given them so
much: former Calgary mayor Naheed Nenshi; anchors Omar
Sachedina and Farah Nasser; novelist M.G. Vassanji; Ms
Marvel’'s Iman Vellani are but a few. Inspired by the guidance
of the Aga Khan, thousands of Canadian Ismailis have been
strong and active contributors to the civic, cultural and social
lives of the communities in which they live.

The Aga Khan is the 49th hereditary Imam-of-the-time
(spiritual leader) of the Shia Ismaili Muslim community.
As part of the mandate of his role, he has been a significant
contributor to improvement in our quality of life: showcasing
Muslim art and intellect through the Aga Khan Museum in
Toronto; bringing together East and West at the Aga Khan
Garden in Alberta and Aga Khan Park in Toronto; working to
alleviate poverty through the Aga Khan Foundation Canada;
and, in partnership with the federal government, building
societies of mutual respect and understanding through the
Global Centre for Pluralism in Ottawa.

Recently, members of the Aga Khan's family including

his brother, Prince Amyn, and his children, Princess

Zahra and Prince Rahim, were in Canada for ceremonies
to commemorate the Ismaili community’s 50-year
anniversary and to launch initiatives for the next 50. In
Toronto, the Aga Khan was conferred the key to the city for
his contributions to Toronto and his global humanitarian work.
In Edmonton, the Diwan pavilion at the Aga Khan Garden was
inaugurated, supporting the garden’s mandate of providing

a venue for dialogue and engagement. In Vancouver, an



Agreement of Cooperation between the Government of
British Columbia and the Ismaili Imamat solidifies a partnership
with a focus on addressing issues of climate change in B.C.
and around the world.

The significance of these events goes beyond just the
buildings, the agreements or the accolades that will emerge
from them. What is truly to be celebrated is that in a world
wracked with insular and sectarian thinking, there are
reassuring forces propelling us in kinder, gentler directions.
Thousands of Ugandans lost their lives or endured
unspeakable trauma in the crisis wrought by Idi Amin. But what
gives us hope is that what can emerge from brutality is a set
of enduring values which, right now, the world needs to see,
and hear.

| am lucky to be a in position where my two greatest blessings,
being Canadian and Ismaili Muslim, are not only able to
peacefully co-exist, but can actively interact and build upon
one another. Today and every day, | am grateful for these
multiple identities, and also for the acceptance and deep
commitment to equal opportunity that this country continues
to expound. May Canada continue to serve as a beacon of
hope for all.

Sen. Mobina Jaffer represents British Columbia in the Senate
of Canada. Appointed on June 13, 2001 by prime minister
Jean Chrétien, she is the first Muslim senator, the first African-
born senator, and the first senator of South Asian descent.



Senator Mobina Jaffer getting married to Nuralla Jeraj in
Uganda in 1971. Just one year later, the family would be
ordered out of the country. Photo submitted to Canadian
Geographic.



A SHORT REFLECTION
ON THE “50 YEARS OF
MIGRATION" EXHIBITION

Written by Creative Director, Aquil Virani

Any opportunity | can seize to align my artistic pursuits with
service to the community (seva) is a small win. As the son of
two immigrants to Canada — my father from Tanzania and my
mother from France — | did my best to create a thorough and
inclusive collection of stories to celebrate our Ismaili Muslim
settlement here in Canada. | mostly grew up in Surrey, BC,
going to Fraser Valley Jamatkhana, and | wanted to do justice
to the perseverance and examples set by the aunties and
uncles of my community. | wanted to privilege real, authentic
stories from everyday people while asking important
questions about what our settlement means today. | received
many responses from audience members — from the Ismaili
community and the broader Canadian public — with words of
encouragement and thanks.



After creating the exhibition materials, | have been indebted
to countless volunteers across the country who contributed
to the implementation or “roll out” of the exhibition. | know
that there are too many stories to fit in a finite narrative, but |
am so proud of what we accomplished together in presenting
a grassroots, multi-media account of 50+ years of migration
to Canada. | am also grateful to the institutions that amplified
the voices in the exhibition by hosting the exhibition.

| truly believe in the
importance of telling our own
stories, of “writing things
down,” of taking a moment
to look back on where we
have been, where we are, and
where we are going.

Aquil Virani
Creative Director






Aga Khan Museum, Toronto

Ismaili Centre Toronto

Brampton Jamatkhana

Pickering Jamatkhana

Kitchener Jamatkhana

Delegation of the Ismaili Imamat, Ottawa
Ismaili Centre Vancouver
Headquarters Jamatkhana, Vancouver
Richmond Jamatkhana

Edmonton Headquarters Jamatkhana
Calgary Headquarters Jamatkhana
Calgary Stampede

Generations Calgary

Montreal Headquarters Jamatkhana
Laval Jamatkhana

Brossard Jamatkhana
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F NORTH SHORE DAILY POST

North Shore Daily Post

Exhibition touring BC showcases
contributions of Ismaili Muslim community

A travelling exhibition showcasing the progress and
contributions of the Ismaili Muslim community in Canada
has been touring British Columbia and is now in its final
days at the Ismaili Centre, Vancouver.

On Saturday April 1, the Ismaili community (along with the
Vancouver Art Gallery who co- sponsored the event) hosted a
discussion with stories of migration moderated by Sirish Rao,
Director of Public Engagement and Learning from the Vancouver
Art Gallery, Senator Mobina Jaffer and Arran Stephens of
Natures Path to an audience that included:

Senator Mobina Jaffer; Anne Kang — MLA — Burnaby Deer Lake;
Ruby Campbell — City Councilor — City of New Westminster;
Joao Costa — Consul General — Consulate General of Portugal;
Manish Manish — Consul General — Consulate General of India;
Ghulam Hussain — Vice Consul — Consulate General of Pakistan.



Not for profit leaders, representatives from nearby Universities,
and members from the Ummah community etc. The panel
discussion touched on migration and refugee issues of the day,
the personal journeys of the panelists, and the importance of
identity and languages.

Samir Manji, President for the Council for British Columbia, in

his remarks to the audience stated the following: “The ongoing
settlement of the community here in Canada has also been one
deeply shaped and supported by the Government of Canada,
the work of the Imamat Institutions and the guidance of His
Highness the Aga Khan. It is a story of partnership built upon
the bedrock of a shared value system, and a joint commitment
to the values of peace, of pluralism, of a respect for diversity and
difference, and of the value of service.”

The exhibition commemorates 50 years of the presence of

the Shi‘a Imami Ismaili Muslims in Canada along with recent
immigration stories of other Ismaili newcomers from Syria,
Afghanistan, Tajikistan, India, Pakistan and beyond. The exhibit is
presented by the Ismaili Council for Canada in collaboration with
award-winning Canadian artist Aquil Virani.



Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario: “| have always believed

our province is richer and more vibrant where unique cultural
stories are brought to centre stage. in that spirit, this event is an
opportunity to honour the journey of Ismaili Canadians.

Today, Ontario is proud to be home to a flourishing community
of Ismaili Canadians who have made their mark in public service,
the arts, business, and all fields. | want to thank our Ismaili Muslim
community for all they have brought to Ontario’s success story.

Our government will continue to work with our diverse faith
communities to build a strong and resilient Ontario, now
and in the future. Best wishes for a meaningful and inspiring
celebration.” (Ottawa)



Jagmeet Singh, Leader of federal NDP Party: “To see the
Ismaili community not just come to Canada and get by, but to
thrive and then to give back is a true testament to the Ismaili
community, and, | think, a beautiful example of what we want to
achieve here in Canada: create a home for people to come in to
thrive, and to create a home where people can contribute in such
a meaningful way. So | just want to acknowledge the resilience
of the Ismaili community to have contributed in such a beautiful
and powerful way across the country and across the globe.”
(Vancouver)



F BRAMPTON GUARDIAN
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Exhibition showcasing contributions of the Ismaili
Muslim community in Canada to be on display in
Brampton

A travelling exhibition showcasing the progress and
contributions of the Ismaili Muslim community in Canada is
set to be on display in the City of Brampton.

MPP Deepak Anand, Brampton Coun. Pat Fortini and the Ismaili
Council for Canada will explore the “50 Years of Migration”
exhibition on Thursday, March 16, from 3 to 5 p.m. at Brampton
Jamatkhana, according to a media release. The March 16 event is
for invited guests only.



[...] The exhibition commemorates 50 years of the presence of
the Shi‘a Imami Ismaili Muslims in Canada and showcases the
courage and resilience of countless Ismaili Muslims who fled their
homelands in search of refuge elsewhere, sharing stories about
their experiences and what establishing strong roots in Canada
has meant to them.

With hundreds of family photographs, first-hand accounts,
historical documents and personal interviews, the immersive
exhibition highlights the events that took place in East Africa

in the early 1970s that led to the first mass migration of over
6,000 Ismaili Muslims to Canada. The exhibition also explores
recent immigration stories of other Ismaili newcomers from Syria,
Afghanistan, Tajikistan, India, Pakistan and beyond.

The exhibit is presented by the Ismaili Council for Canada in
collaboration with award-winning Canadian artist Aquil Virani. It
debuted at the Aga Khan Museum in Toronto earlier this year and
will continue to tour Jamatkhanas (Ismaili community centres
and congregational settings) and community spaces across
Canada.



F CBC OTTAWA

“50 Yeary of Migratian’ exhilition xt s
e Delogatimn of the Liamaih [mamiar ..,

“Travelling storytelling exhibition on Ismaili migration
comes to Ottawa.” CBC Ottawa Morning.

Aquil Virani on CBC Ottawa Morning: “There are so many
stories to choose from (it's a little bit like choosing which

child to talk about). We have a story from Fady Almessyaty

who came from Syria who worked very hard at a retail job and
eventually got a degree from McGill University. We have a story
from Shamsiya from Tajikistan who had an amazing journey via
Switzerland and Mozambique, before eventually settling here in
Ottawa. As well, narminkassamart.com — she shared some of her
artwork. A mural she created with Ottawa and Kingston-based
Ismaili Muslims titled “Journey Upstream.” And one story that
comes to mind for me from Azeem Motani — he talks about his
journey from Uganda. Eventually, he studies to be an accountant
and he places at the top of his class in Ontario. And during an
acceptance speech, he jokes tongue-in-cheek and thanks Idi
Amin saying “There’s no way | would've chosen the harsh winters
of Canada.” So this is a bit of the flavour of the exhibition. Some
of the resilience and the humour that is shown by many of these
Ismaili Muslims — my community, who | respect and | am happy to
celebrate.”



Shezan Muhammedi, PhD: “An incredible exhibit on display
at the Delegation of the Ismaili Imamat open to the public
this Thursday to Sunday from 12pm - 6pm (free entry and
no booking required!) on the history of the Ismaili Muslim
community in Canada featuring an amazing photo exhibit
and timeline with contributions from MacOdrum Library
#UgandanAsians #refugees #cdnimm”

Yasir Naqvi, MP: « Je remercie tous les memres de la Pickering
Jamatkhana de m'avoir accueillie, et je promets de touours
travailler avec vous pour que le Canada rest accueillant, diversifié
et inclusif. En visitant I'exposition, « 50 Years of Migration, » j'ai
été inspirée par les contributions de la communauté musulmane
ismaélienne. »



Dr. Shela Hirani, PhD, RN, IBCLC: “Honored to be featured in
the ‘50 Years of Migraiton’ exhibition presented by the Ag Khan
council for Canada in collaboration with award-winning Canadian
artist Aquil Virani that debuted at the @AgaKhanMuseum.”

Patrick Brown, Mayor of Brampton: “Happy to celebrate the
Ismaili community’s 50th anniversary of being in Canada at the
#Brampton Jamatkhana. The exhibition commemorates 50 years
of settlement of the Ismailis in Canada and the contirubtion to
the social, cultural, and economic fabric of Canada.”



Kaleed Rasheed with Harkirat Singh and Deepak Anand:
“I'd like to thank the Ismaili community for allowing me to attend
and address everyone at the ‘50 Years of Migration’ event. The
speeches were very moving, and the exhibition from Canadian
artist, Aquil Virani, was incredibly beautiful. This event truly
honours the collective resilience and colourful kaleidoscope that
is the Ismaili Muslim community and I'm very honoured to be a
part of it!”

Amin Jivraj: « Tout simplement pour te dire que plusieurs
personnes qui ont vu I'exposition a travers le Canada étaient
surprises et contentes de voir mon histoire et mes photos, et

les ont partagées avec la famille et les amis. Tu as fait un travail
superbe d'avoir “raffiné” mon histoire et je te remercie. Ma famille
a Montréal et a Ottawa a hate de voir I'exposition. La fagon dont
tu as monté toute I'exposition est admirable: c’est tout un chef
d’'ceuvre. Mes Mubaraki les plus chaleureux. »









F CTV MONTREAL

@EYT NEWS
MONTREAL

Stories and music shared in new Ismaili
exhibition on Montreal's South Shore

Marking 50 years as part of the social fabric of Quebec
and Canada, the Ismaili Muslim community unveiled a new
exhibition in Brossard on Montreal's South Shore.

[...] Kanwal Hayat, a member of the Ismaili Muslim community,
said they’re showcasing their migration stories “and the history
of the community in Canada.”

“It was a proud moment with this commemoration event, what
the community has been through, how resilient we have been as
a community and what we’ve achieved,” she said, “and also kind
of a look to the future with hope and aspirations for what we
want to continue to achieve in this land that we've now made
our home.”
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50 Years of Migration

Commemorating the progress and contributions
of the Ismaili Muslim community in Conada,
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“Your grandfathers crossed
India to come to Africa. You
have to cross right up to the
Atlantic, and who knows?
Later, | may send you to
America” = Aga Khan lll to
East African Jamat, 1951
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“The principal waves of migration from the Indian
subcontinent began in 1840. The second major group
of migrants did not arrive until European colonization
in 1840s, which required thousands of labourers to
construct both Kenya and Uganda’s railway systems.
This group of indentured labourers who chose to
remain in East Africa form the basis of the central
myth that all South Asians living in Uganda at the
time of the expulsion were descendants of the railway
workers “who forgot to go home."”

- Shezan Muhammedi

“While their roots may have indeed been in the Indian
subcontinent, those now deemed “Asian” had in fact
been living in Uganda and across the region long
before the exodus.” - Taushif Kara

“The Allidina brothers arrived as merchants in Uganda
in 1896 from Kutch, following the guidance of
Mawlana Sultan Mohamed Shah.

Varas Rahemtulla Allidina was our grandfather.”

- Yasmin Allidina
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“I am a fourth-generation
African, but | wasnt
accepted. We did not
have the right colowe.”

« Musim Har)l

“We had a very simple
childhood. We used

to go get beads and thread
them into neckiaces, and
then go and sell them in the
market.” - Sul Virani
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“Whatever country you choose to live in, work for
it, mix with its people, achieve its ocutlook.[...] In
Africa, the day will come when the people of that
vast continent will want to know who the foreigners
are and it is the people who have made the

country their home who are going to have the best
opportunities in that country. | don't like the idea of
calling yourselves Asians in Africa.” = Aga Khan lll,
1951

“What we all had in common was [...] we bustled
cheerfully along, stopping in clusters to gossip with
our friends and relatives.” = Nazlin Rahemtulla

“Before Amin, Uganda had such a great government
- the best civil service in Africa, the best health
care. I'll tell you straight: at least Asians, by and
large, we escaped. The Black Ugandans who stayed
paid with their lives. It was a really troubling time.”

- John Nazareth

“Uganda’s Asian community had initially been
relieved when Amin overthrew Milton Obote’s
civilian government in 1971, Switlo recalls. But the
dark side to this new government became apparent
to [Umeeda] Switlo’s family when Amin set up a
concentration camp directly opposite their home.”
- Tara Carman, Vancouver Sun



“Growing up, ! always felt
that Uganda was hotme.”
- Am Mohamed
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“These Aslans with British
passports are sabotaging
the economy of the country,
and do not have the welfare
of Uganda at heaet [,.)

I want to see that the whole
Kampola Street is not full of
Incdians, " - idi Amin

“At that time, it was a vory
horrific expeodence, Dyt we

made 1.7 - Karmah Satani
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“Vivid memories remain of that evening of August
5,1972, when General Idi Amin Dada pushed the
TV anchorman out of his chair and announced:
“All British Asians numbering about 80,000 will
have to be repatriated to Britain. They must leave
within 90 days.” - Salma Tejpar-Dang

“Contrary to Idi Amin’s sweeping accusations
about Asians, our family like many others, was
loyal to Uganda. Idi Amin’s dream in which God
told him to get rid of the Asians became our
nightmare.” - Azeem Motani

“There were lot of Ugandan citizens who had to
go identify themselves and get their citizenship
reviewed. Some of the soldiers who were
checking destroyed their birth certificates and
passports and made them stateless."- Mani Khan

“Word soon got around that the country would
not be safe for anyone who looked Asian,
regardless of their citizenship. [...] For the African
Ugandans who ran afoul of Amin, the story had
no such happy ending.” - Tara Carman
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"Many hundreds of ismallis
from Tanzanio - if not
[more] - had already arrived
and settied in Canada wall
before the Ugandan exodus
in October 1972"

- Sadru Meghji

“lsmadlis from French-
speaking Zalre also loft.
Maryy, Inciuding my own
family, sottied in Quebec,”
~ Amin Jivraj
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In April 1971, the Tanzanian government
announced - pursuant to the 1967 Arusha
Declaration - the imminent nationalization of
banks, major businesses, insurance companies,
farms, and schools. While “Asians” in Tanzania,
Kenya, Madagascar and Zaire were never
explicitly “expelled,” the stresses on their
livelihoods and the rising anti-Asian sentiment
prompted many to migrate proactively.

“So when they ask me, ‘Where are you from,’ or,
‘What are you?’ | say, “Listen, this is where my
parents were. They have Indian ancestry. The
Portuguese colonized Goa. Then they came to
East Africa because of the British colonies, and
that’s where we were born. So we have Indian
ancestry, mainly Portuguese with some Indian
culture or background, Catholic-based religion
and British upbringing. | explain it to them in
that way.” - Errol Francis
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“I arrived at Entebbe Airport in Uganda on
September 5. [...] The office was a large space
[that] had been vacant when Roger [St. Vincent, my
boss, had] arrived a few days before. | had barely
come through the door when | heard Roger shout
from across the room, ‘Hey Molloy! Did you come
to look or to work?' He told me we were opening to
the public the next morning, September 6. Then he
handed me a hand-drawn floor plan [and] told me to
get the office set up right away.” - Michael Molloy,
Canadian immigration official

“We lost our Ugandan citizenship and we lost our
British rights, so we became stateless in Uganda.
Canada said that whoever was stateless would be
given first priority.” - Aba Mohamed

“QOur families are now split into 3 continents (Canada
United Kingdom and Australia) after having left
Uganda. [...] We are very fortunate to be a part of
community that supported each other in this new
environment as we all started off from scratch
together.” = Yasmin Allidina
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Shezan Muhammedi: Michael Molloy was one of
the Canadian immigration officials who assisted in
the 1972 Asian expulsion from Uganda. Working
under the direction of Roger St. Vincent, Molloy
was second-in-command at the Kampala office
during the time of the expulsion.

As the government refrained from specifically
identifying the exact number of Ugandan Asians
that would be admitted into Canada, the legend
asserts that the final number of 6,000 refugees is
linked to the 1972 Summit Series.

[His Highness the] Aga Khan's visit coincided with
game seven of the 1972 Summit Series match
between Canada and the Soviet Union.

James Cross, a senior Canadian government
official, hosted the Aga Khan at lunch at the
Governor General's estate with four colleagues. At
the lunch, they inquired from the maitre d'hétel if
they could subtly communicate the score to the
Canadian representatives during the lunch [with
Russia’s score on his left hand and Canada’s score
on his right).



As Michael Molloy recalled, once the Canadians
had tied the game at three, the Aga Khan asked a
very pertinent question:

Michael Molloy: So at a certain stage, with the
score [3-3], the cumulative score comes up to
six points, and [my spouse] and | have gone
through the game and we've got it written
down ... the Aga Khan says, ‘so tell me, Mr.
Cross, how many are you going to admit?’ And
it's at that minute that the maitre-D flashes 6
fingers from the door. And Cross, as far as | can
tell, he's very excited, and puts 6 fingers on
that table and looks at his friends [to signal the
score]. And the Aga Khan looks at the fingers
and he says, 'you mean 6,000? That's splendid,
well, of course.’

The events described in the 'hockey story’
coincided with the change in cabinet documents in
early October 1972 which specified the numerical
limit being increased to 6,000. Furthermore, Roger
St. Vincent verified a similar account of events at
York University during the twenty-fifth anniversary
celebrations of the Ugandan Asian refugee
resettlement in Canada.



“Even when the term ‘Asian
was used by mid-century
researchers, it was deployed
bogrudgingly [with] a caveot
that it was very difficult

10 group these divorse
communities together in the
first place.” - Taushif Kara
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“There were significant Asian communities in

in Uganda. These included Gujarati Hindus (50
percent) and Ismaili Muslims (30 percent), as well
as smaller communities of Sikhs, Goans, Punjabi
Hindus, Ithnasharis, Boas, and Parsis.” = Michael
Molloy, Canadian immigration official

“The Ismaili community used to have sport
competitions with the Hindus, or the Sikh
community, or the Punjabis, all of South Asian
background - essentially all friends.”

-~ Bashir Lalani

“We had Hindu people working there [at the
export company Liverpool Uganda] and they
treated me like their daughter.” — Azina Lalani

“It was important | capture this history that
showed what the community had nurtured
through the years with connections from Goa
over generations in Uganda. Our [family’s] ties to
Uganda date back to around 1927." - Tina Athaide
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*Cear Canada: You paved the
way to 2 better future. Je vous I AR RN s R e 7 G
an remerciel” « Ziaulhag Amir
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lo pursve wig drecuns

Zinulhag Amiei: Loawving my hoes
country. Alghanistan, st an oarly age
Was Dot an ety decksion, but the most
oortant ore. As 8 young refuges
holding nathing but a pen, | now had
10 work in physically -demanding jobs
ynder extreme conditions. | am grateful
for those axpecences that taught me
o skils and madle my We adventyurous,
Dwep down in my heart, | knew o these
struggoles would evertually come to an
s, o] Thary cicd wihan | bssnigrated 1o
Canada to pursue my dreama.

After a year of struggle in a foreign
country (Pakistan), | arrived in
Sherbrooke, Quebec. Relocatiog 1o a
new country axacarbated the challenges
associated with adjusting and adapting
O NewW HOmS And customs while
preserving our ancestral culture, My
pscademic careec had to be relaunched. |
retEned 1o Noh school in ceder 1O axcul
Incollege, then attonced wiversity, Now,
I'm enroled in the institute of lsmaii
Studies. As & youth mentor foe the
Canadian Councd for Refugees (Youth
Network), | hawe detided Lo give back
what this Desutdul country has grven &
second chance 1o rebulid the futuee that
| wias wrsabsle 10 erwinlon i Afghuasistan
F'm immensely grateful to my family for
the provided support, unwavedng love,
and trant.

Aleans's Elephont

Thes acrylic panting by Namun Kassam s ttied “Mesm's Elephant.” dedicated to the
MUSY'S 300 10 Mark e Dt Pavited o an vrgrossionst syle with the colours of the
African landacape, the elephant pays tribefte 1o the artist's Indian and African roots,
As an srumal of peace, the slephant i nether poey nor predator. The strengtn, stability
At honowr reprasentad by this maastic mammal with Its large footpnng ranvnd us

of our ancestons’ off orts to smpower thalr community and aspin towsrd continuoes
maovement. The elephant always remombeors its past. yot walics toward the future,



AS this pant yoar's st ruudence at the Canadian Museumn of Immigration at Per 21
Al Virani (aQuECo) I n swartt-winning vieusl artint, gragtic designes and Mmmakor
This sutcase painting. part of a larger senes funded by the Ontare Arts Courcil, depicts
an lamadk man from Tanzania, averfiooking a romant icized “Canackan landscape *



Qur jonarney wpglreoun

In 2071, 36 fardies from the Ottaws snd Kogston lumall commrsty crested » mural
that depects fah seamwmry Upstresm, ropoesentiong the lumall commmanty's past

o0t 2OQUInG parewry 10 and i Cansda. Tha murd, emtitied “Jourmey Upstresm ” way
Prosentied t0 Genarstions, & hong - tarmn Ciew Tacity i Calgary that Rouses an ety
COAIAOA SewploOenent Centie 10 e/ttt sge terpeneryional tersl Uoss The et
Wi mapend Ly & it of 8 jedhe salnco carvieg Canedian benade geve 10 Vs Mighress
e Ags Whue n 1978

“The elephant
inspires us to

persevere.”
— Narmin Kassam




« Jo suls fiere d'étre
afghane. Je suis fiére d'étre
canaodienne-québocoiseo, »

- Bonafsha Amirl

"I am gratefyl for the unity,
support and kindness of the
global Ismaill community.”

-~ Ayub Nazari
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“My father decided that we would go to Pakistan
[first]. It was not easy because the infrastructure
was not there. Any means of travelling was
improvised. There were a lot of challenges. People
were being robbed on their way. People were being
helped by strangers. We had to ask ourselves:
‘Who do you trust?’” — Mansur Qaderi

“In September 1992, the Government of Quebec
and the Ismaili Council signed a unique protocol
agreement which laid the foundation for the
collaborative work that resulted in the settlement
and integration of the first 350 Afghan Ismaili
refugees.” = CTV News

“When we left Qundoz, we walked through
mountains for 17 days to finally reach Pakistan.[...]
A person who leaves their own country to come to

another country will obviously have tensions.”
- Bozorg Shah Qaderi

« O Allah! Le plus clément / Le plus miséricordieux /
Le seigneur du jugement dernier / Votre lumiére
nous éclaire / Nous permet de voir / Le bon coté
des choses. » - Barin Habibi (une fille afghane de
12 ans a Sherbrooke, Québec en 1999)
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“After everything he's been
through, ‘proud’ is just a small
word I'm move than ‘proud” of
Nm" — Diyala, Fady's skster
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"After the war erupted, most
of us experienced deep
difficulties with regards

to our safety, financial
situation, and access to
health care and education”
- Fody Almessyaty

w 200 L prwreeny e et Passten Ravve A
Assad 3 g vo st ol v 4o VPad N
PR eatad LRas Bt Wnd S L 6Ty
ol o i vwdeng Ve 1he hed Vel s | menend LA
W peopem 13 e Tt [Aumvned 10 Mt T
200 dyvwr wfugems by e vl of 2030 Sewe
thar, W st wn Rt Lot nd C o

Cari stph seae Y1000 of thawn aen setia =

T ety - (O N

Vo e Seatt iy e | Ve
e W e ey - Swws e P
ot Lo Dawmn vt Vv pmmm sy Wl © gt
Sy ¥ cden e pas S MY s ae A

[ e el

o be Caradin v JC0A Saang P w0 Spvn

| 4 porcesd 10 vy | 0w e g 4 ( aratiar ¥ swe

1 pre Thare soen mi Nl & Spvis o & me '

bongw aote baw oy SRR e @ 0 WA by
e et wr s e 2% il ey
8 Rty Bt The Usserrniy o Semaroon et
y aaburni PO bem wgrmed w ¥ s Pam anerny
ot Botachrosoge | ) e ™

Ox Rwee VMarats

Povane | svoady bl s cougme Hin

O e Vo v | -
B i e D e L ]
e e I I e T
M ingtimd # Caade vt oty 0 b NG WA e
Frmm Qe tewn @) TSRS Ty ey P -
Barmn. A | o Camnban Aoal | o s ba e
Pomoe Mavs b




“I came from Salamieh, Syria. | studied
elementary and secondary school in Homes. |
went to Damascus for university, but | stopped
my studies because of difficult war conditions.”
- Ghenwa Masyati

“I came to Canada in 2016 fleeing the war in Syria.
| am proud to say | am becoming a Canadian citizen
this year. There was no future in Syria and it was no
longer safe for my children to grow up in. My family
made Saskatoon our home, after | obtained work
as a researcher at the University of Saskatoon with
my academic PhD background in Food Processing
and Biotechnology. [...] Canada is a place of
inclusivity and acceptance of all cultures.”

- Dr. Rana Mustafa

“Because | already had a couple of cousins

and some friends in Edmonton, | settled there.
Although | had worked with international
companies in Saudi, my work experience was not
recognized in Canada initially. | had to start again
from the bottom and rebuild my way up. | am
Syrian. And | am Canadian. And | am proud to be
both.” - Mazen Kasim



Canado vy now
way rah home

“There are many ways to be
resilient, no motter what age

1ok pision op mive
brovgid me lo Covade

"l am proud to call Canada my
home.” -~ Dr. Shela Hirams
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"One of the first recorded Ismailis to arrive in
Canada was Safar Ali Ismaily from Pakistan, who
arrived in 1952 with one suitcase and $100.”

- Uzma Rajan and Farah Merchant-Vellani

« |l était toute-a-fait normale de m'installer

au Quebec parce que quand je suis arrivé au
Canada [de Belgique), je ne parlais pas l'anglais.
In Quebec, you could easily find jobs if you only
spoke French. » = Mobina Fakhirani

"Many Ismaili immigrants settled in the Prairies.
Many had no idea where they were headed; they
were told by Immigration Canada that these
smaller cities off ered plentiful jobs and a lower
cost of living.” -~ Farzana Logan

“l originally come from Aden, Yemen. Mawlana
Hazar Imam visited the Aden Jamat in 1957.
Since there was no established Jamatkhana, the
visit happened at the airport. It is important we
as a global Jamat should be made aware that the
Imam’s murids (followers) are all over this globe.

| migrated with my parents in 1981 and settled in
Calgary, Alberta.” - Anar Janmohamed
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*| want my daughter to speak
at least one of the languages
in Tajikistan o sha's able to
connect with peophe there”
- Shamsiya MH



Tajckiston, Swilzerlond,
pzounigque, gy
lnen, (ovadal

Shamsiya MH: My name is Shamsiya and I'm originally from Taghlstan | have besn n
Canadts for Just under & decace | am from the Badakshan moion, My joatney has d
w10 theew T arent contioents « from Tafistan to Geneve, Switdertend, theo to
Mapvto, Mozambioee, and finadly to Camada. | speak Paiel Tafh, Russian and French s
well 28 5 bz of Portuguese from my Ume in Mozamidigue, In Tafkisten | was trened o
amedica doctor, ut when | moved to Esrcpe in my twenties, | decided not 0 pursue
Farther cortfcation in madicne. | work noWw 25 5 PEOgram MAanager At § Community
Pt cantre in Oftawa, manageng & team of aver 20 staft. My pacents are very proud
of what F've achieved | m peoud £0 be Canadian, Bot | want to make sure | maintasin ovy
CONNeCTION S0 Taghiatan « for me and for vy deugiter it's Iportant that sbe continues
Lo wnoenstand my culture and my roots



ACTIVITY: WRITE ON A STICKER
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Aquil Virani (Exhibition Director): Aquil Virani is an
award-winning visual artist, graphic designer and
filmmaker, newly based in Toronto. As this past year’s
artist-in-residence at the Canadian Museum of
Immigration, his work has been supported financially
by the Canada Council for the Arts, the Government
of Canada, the Ontario Arts Council, the Toronto
Arts Council, the City of Ottawa, the Silk Road
Institute, and the Michaelle Jean Foundation among
others. He'd like to thank his father Shiraz, mother
Dominique, Auntie Navin, Uncle Alnoor (Bunju), and
his community in Surrey, BC, for raising him. Learn
more about his work online at aquil.ca.

Special thanks to: Malik Merchant (Simerg),
Noordin Karmali (Logistics, Vancouver), Narmin
Kassam (Creative Advisor, Ottawa), Shenaz

Kassam (Westwood Printing, Vancouver), Karim

Jeraj (Groupe JKC, Montreal), Farah Jivraj Khamis,
Shezan Muhammedi, Taushif Kara, Amina Mohamed
Photography, Muslim Harji Images, Dolar Vasani,
Salina Kassam, the Vazir Zinat Virani Family Collection,
Omar Sachedina, Fawzia Ratanshi, Tasneem Premji,
Pragna Hay, Heather Leroux and the Carleton
University Uganda Collection, the Library and
Archives of Canada (LAC), past writers and editors
of The Ismaili Canada, all of the local volunteers who
have set up the exhibition, all of the community
members who submitted their stories and the many
helpers and 50-Year Steering Committee members
who chipped in along the way.
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We acknowledge the unceded lands on which
we live and the treaties that govern these
territories. Our exhibition team members
currently live in Ottawa, on the unceded
territory of the Algonquin Anishinaabe, in
Toronto, on the traditional territory of many
nations including the Mississaugas of the
Credit, the Anishnabeg, the Chippewa, the
Haudenosaunee and the Wendat peoples,
and in Vancouver, on the unceded traditional
territories of the x*maBk*ayam (Musqueam),
Skwxwa7mesh (Squamish), and salilwatat
(Tsleil-Waututh) Nations.



We also acknowledge that there are too
many important stories in our community

to fit on these panels. You may not see

your name printed or find a photo of your
grandmother among these panels, but please
know that this is your story. All opinions
expressed by the exhibition team and project
participants do not necessarily reflect the
views of the Aga Khan Council for Canada

or any other affiliated institutions. We also
would like to acknowledge funding support
from the Ontario Arts Council, an agency of
the Government of Ontario, for some of the
artworks included in this exhibition.



KIDS EXHIBITION PANELS

WELCOME, KIDS!

Yleage ramender
lhese rudes:
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Walk
(do not run)

7

Avoid touching
the panels

Q

Speak softly
(do not shout)

?

o

Ask an adult if you

have a question

@

Have fun learning!
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QUESTIONS FOR KIDS
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AFOMANISTAN « AUSTRALIA -
BANGLADESH « CANADA -
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE
CONGO (ZAIRE) + DENMARX »
FRANCE « GERMANY « INDIA
IRAN « KENYA « MADAGASCAR

MYANMAR (BURMA) « PAKISTAN -
PORTUGAL «» SYRIA « TAJIKISTAN »

TANZIANIA « UGANDA « UNITED
KINGDOM « UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA « YEMEN



QUESTIONS FOR KIDS QUESTIONS FOR KIDS

Q/bad werdd Ve yow

WAS IT YOUR MOTHER? FATHER?
SISTERT BROTHERT YOUR AUNT?
UNCLET YOUR GRANDMOTHERT?

CLOTHES? + TOOTHBRUSM? « YOUR GREAT GRANDFATHER?

TASBIHT? « TOYS? - BOOKST «

v los -
PO ReNST Aot WHO ELSE DO YOU XNOW WHO

MAS IMMIGRATED TO CANADA?



(out, yow
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lradilions

procliced
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WHICH SYMBOLS DO YOU
RECOGNIZE? DO YOU HAVE
FRIENDS WHO PRACTICE
DIFFERENT RELIGIONS?

QUESTIONS FOR KIDS

How &Ca’/ e

Zé are Wur
elalest méq

wesnpers?

IN WHAT YEAR WERE YOU
BORN? WHERE DOES YOUR
BIRTH YEAR FIT ON
THE TIMELINE?

IN WHAT YEAR WERE YOUR

OLDEST FAMILY MEMBERS

BORNT WHERE DO THEY AIT
ON THE TIMELINE?



PANEL DESIGNS WERE
ALSO CREATED AND
PRESENTED IN FRENCH

50 ANS DE
PRESENCE
AU CANADA

ke

50 ans de migration

Commémorant les progreés et les contributions de
la communauté musulmane ismailie au Canada,
cette exposition rend hommage & notre résilience
collective et célébre le kaléidoscope riche en
couleurs qu’est notre communauté. A I'aide d'un
collage éclatant et composé de photos de famille,
de chronologies, de cartes géographiques et de
documents historiques, cette exposition itinérante
raconte I'histoire des membres de la communauté
musulmane ismailie qui sont venus des quatre coins
du monde pour faire de ce pays leur foyer tout en
contribuant & batir un Canada plus fort.

ale

Visitez le site web
pour en savoir plus !










AUDIO PLAY TRANSCRIPT

The audio play, developed by artist Aquil Virani, played during
the exhibition installation on a loop.

Muslim Harji (00:10):

| was born in Tanzania. | grew up in Kenya, and finally we were
kicked out of Uganda, but most of my growing up was done in
Uganda, and it was probably the finest time of my life.

Benafasha Amiri (00:30):
Je m'appelle Benafasha and je suis refubiée de I’Afghanistan.
Je suis venue au Canada quand j'avais juste 8 ans.

Shamsiya MH (00:36):
My name is Shamsiya and | am originally from Tajikistan. | have
been in Canada a little less than a decade.

Mazen Kasim (00:47):
My name is Mazen Riyadh Kasim. And | was born in Syria.

Shezan Muhammedi (00:57):

Once in Uganda, the colonials established a three-tiered race
and class hierarchy. At the top, you had white British colonials.
In the middle, you had Brown South Asians, and on the bottom
were local black Ugandans.

Senator Mobina Jaffer (01:09):

| liked Uganda. | always thought | was going to live there
forever because we enjoyed our lab. But today | say I'm so
glad it happened because we really like Canada.

Shezan Muhammedi (01:20):

What ends up happening is by the 1970s, it is estimated that
South Asians controlled about 80 to 90% of Ugandan trade
and about 80% of the commercial sector.



Muslim Harji (01:29):

Sector. I'm a fourth generation African. | was born in Africa.
My parents were born in Africa. My grandparents were born
in Africa, and my great-grandparents came to Africa with the
shirts on their backs. This was in 1870.

Shezan Muhammedi (01:46):

With these heightened levels of migration, in conjunction with
their privileged position in society, Ugandan Asians became
the targets of Ugandan nationalists as colonial collaborators.

Mariam Gabr (01:56):

My grandfather had kind eyes in an even temper and was
loved by many. He listened intently to everyone and liked
spoiling his grandchildren.

Muslim Harji (02:07):

After the Uganda independence, we were quite well
integrated into the society, you know, but still we did not have
the right color.

Jeff Goode — CBC (02:20):

Hello, welcome to Rewind. I'm Jeff Goode, sitting in for
Michael Enright today. As Syrian refugees continue to make

a new home in Canada. Today, on rewind, we're looking back
at the first wave of non-European refugees who came to this
country. Today, we are talking about a smaller group of mostly
Ismaili refugees who've been expelled from Uganda in the
early 1970s.

His Highness Aga Khan IV (02:43):

As you may know, my close ties with Canada go back

almost four decades to the time when many thousands of
Asian refugees from Uganda, including many Ismailis, were
welcomed so generously in this society. Earlier this year, we
celebrated here in Toronto, the foundation ceremony for

the Alah Museum and the new Ismaili Center. So there are
powerful chords of memory from four decades ago, four years



ago, and even four months ago that tie me closely to Canada,

Jeff Goode — CBC (03:23):
His Royal Highness, the Aga Khan in 2010, on accepting an
honorary Canadian citizenship for his charitable work.

Idi Amin (03:34):

Asians have kept themselves apart as a closed community and
have refused to integrate with Ugandan Africans. They have
been milking the economy of the country.

Agence des nouvelles (04:26):

L'Ouganda conte 10 millions d'habitants, dont 80 000
d’origine Asiatique. Ce qui ne fait que 0,8 % de la population
totale. Et pourtant selon le g’én’érale Idi Amin Dada, pere de
la nation, c'est d’eux d’'ou vient tout le mal. Par son decret le 9
aout, le general Amin a donné 90 jours aux inhabitants «non-
ougandais« d’origine indienne, pakistanaise, et bangladesh.
pour quitter le pays. Ceux qui ne seront pas partile 8
novembre seront intern’és dans les camps de concentration
organis’ée par I'armee.

Derek Peterson (04:37):

What went wrong for minorities is that the Amin government,
over the course of the seventies, created more and more
categories of people who they blamed, or the ills of their time,
and who they targeted with violence, and who they sought to
displace from Uganda.

Shezan Muhammedi (04:54):

It's also imperative to note that Asians who migrated to
Uganda were a diverse and heterogeneous group. They
had created several institutions based on religious and
regional affiliations, and included Christians, Janes Goans,
Hindus belonging to various denominations, multiple Sikh
communities, and several other Shia and Sunni Muslims.



Idi Amin (05:14):

| took this decision for the economy of Uganda, and | must
make sure that every Ugandan gets a fruit of independent
since independence. Actually, Uganda is not yet independent.
| will say that | want to see that the whole Kampala Street is
not full of Indians. It must be “proper black” and administration
in those shops is run by the Ugandans.

Tom Francis (05:42):

But we had a family meeting and we decided, you know, the
writings on the wall. You know, if two of them had to leave,
there’s no sense in us staying. We heard rumors that Amin

was building camps to house people who hadn't left by the
deadline. My mother influenced decision a lot. Many years ago,
none of us had been to Canada, and she kept saying to us, if
you boys ever decide to leave Uganda, go to Canada. It's a
wonderful country. So there it was right in front of us,

Senator Mobina Jaffer (06:09):

August 5th, the day of my brother-in-law’s wedding, and
made this announcement. You know, we all laughed. We didn’t
take it seriously. We were at the wedding in the evening, and
ha ha ha, he wants us out. Now what next? Ha ha. Honestly, we
were laughing. Truthfully.

Tom Francis (06:24):

It was really difficult on our parents because they lost money.
They lost their houses. They lost a lot — they had they had to
start life again. For them, it was extremely difficult.

News agency (06:42):

Asians in Uganda are lining up at travel agencies hoping to
get out before the three month time limit expires. General
Amin has imposed severe restrictions on how much money
the Asians can take with them. He's also ordered that all Asian
owned businesses must be sold to Africans.



Senator Mobina Jaffer (06:59):

One of the things | really learned from my mother, she's an
amazing woman. She never got attached to things. | still
remember that auction. And she never worried about things,
you know. It was just things to her. She was so, so spiritual. My
father had to flee, and my father fled. We thought we had lost
him. ‘Cause Idi Amin’s men came to get him, and he fled, and
we had a real nightmare because we thought we'd lost our
daddy. Yeah.

Navin Virani (07:32):

My great-grandfather, who also immigrated to America, kept
calling Canada Heaven. How could | not participate in this
heaven that he talked to me about before he passed away?

Jeff Goode (CBC) (07:50):
It was the first time in Canadian history that Canada had
accepted a large group of non-European refugees.

Mike Molloy (07:57):

The interesting thing was that the Prime Minister made the
announcement of what we were gonna do right up front,

and he, and he set the tone. He made quite a long statement
about what was going on and what Canada was gonna do
about it. But he ended by saying this: “we are prepared to
offer an honorable place in Canadian life to those Ugandans
who come to Canada and |, and I'm sure that they will, by
their abilities and industry, make an important contribution to
Canadian society.” Now, | can't tell you how important it was
to us as young Canadian civil servants being sent off to some
far, far away country to have that statement from our Prime
minister.

Tom Francis (08:38):

So when they said, where do you want to go? | said, | want to
stay in Montreal. So we went to the YMCA for a few days, and
we were, we went to a, an immigration guy. So when | met this
immigration officer, manpower, | still remember his name was



Beaudoin. And | told him, | said, you know, I'm going, | would
like to go and visit this agricultural campus of McGill University
and see if they would accept me into a master’s program to
continue my graduate studies. And he said, you know what?
He said, they probably haven’t even heard from Makerere
University, and so I'm just telling you: your chances of getting
in enough slim to none. And so | said, “Well, that's fine, but let
me try it."

Navin Virani (09:20):

He wouldn't stop talking about Vancouver and how beautiful it
was, and all his friends were there. And so the first date, all we
talked about was Vancouver and Canada.

Tom Francis (09:30):

So | went back to Manpower Guy in Montreal. He said,

“"how did it go?” | said, great. I'm accepted. | said, they're
gonna gimme money. They’'re gonna give us a, you know, flat
apartment. And he couldn't believe it, right? Yeah. He said,
they’'ve heard of Makerere. | said, “yeah, not only if they heard
of it. I said, they have a hiring regard for it.” And it was just — it
was a great story. You know, and | think two days later, we left
the Y M CA.

Patsy Van Roost (10:00):
No matter why we came, and no matter where we left, your,
your heart is broken. That’'s my theory. Maybe I'm wrong.

Nouri Hassani (10:11):

the first challenging is the language. the second challenging
is to find and to make friends. So it’s, it's very difficult to be
honest.

Navin Virani (10:21):

Like | always wanted my kids to be who they want to be. But
nobody gave us a manual how to raise kids in Canada. So
we had a really tough time because we were brought up so
differently.



Tom Francis (10:38):

We were always a little out of place, even though people were
friendly with us and so on. We are always aware that we had

a different culture, a different food. We were always trying to
blend in, fit in and do things the way Canadians did it.

Mike Molloy (10:56):

The decision made by the government was fast, and it was
positive. The British had, had actually formally requested our
help on the 18th of August. Cabinet met on the 24th, and
the decision was to, first of all, fire off a team to Camp Pala as
fast as, as, as that could be done. accept a, an initial target of
3000 people. Take people who meet the normal immigration
requirements if you can, and if you can’t find enough, who do,
the Minister has the authority to declare what was called the,
the oppressed minority policy, which would allow the officers
to go way beyond the the point system.

Sara Cosemans (11:38):

Ugandan Asians, as a small group, becomes a testing case for
refugee and migration policy in the 1970s. And actually, if you
look at today, you see what kind of a profound impact it has
made.

Abdul Hakim Azizi (11:58):

Afghanistan is a country where we had invested our lives, our
energy, our dreams, and our aspirations. And quite tragically, |
had to bury them all.

Madina Azizi (12:09):

| was six years old when we crossed Afghanistan to Pakistan.
My mom had four young children all by herself. and we literally
walked from Afghanistan to Pakistan as refugees.

Benafasha Amiri (12:20):

Malgré que j'étais tres jeune, j'ai des souvenirs de
I’Afghanistan. Je dirai ce ne’st pas necessairement des bons
souvenirs — les histoires de mes parents, les histoires de ma



famille.

Abdul Hakim Azizi (12:44):

That was not happy moments. But the only thing that was
going in the head was that “okay, at least you have saved your
life,” but thousands of new concerns come in your mind. Yes,

Benafasha Amiri (12:58):

My WhatsApp messages, sometimes it's the news of an entire
family being killed, and suddenly | tell myself, “No, no, hold on.
You are in Canada.”

Madina Azizi (13:07):

Afghans living in diaspora — every time that we meet with
our relatives, we grieve, we cry, we talk about Afghanistan. |
wish we could do a a lot of things for our people back home.
And during that whole time, of course, | was young — | don't
remember much of it, but | remember being in constant fear.

Abdul Hakim Azizi (13:28):
I'm happy that we are here and we're safe, and we're struggling
for having a good future life

Benafasha Amiri (13:45):
[Dari]

Madina Azizi (14:12):

I'm getting emotional because that's my country
(Afghanistan). That's my nation. | have relatives there. And
even if | did not have relatives there, that's part of my identity.

Benafasha Amiri (14:15):
[Dari]

Mazen Kasim (14:32):

| graduated from the University of Aleppo in a computer
science program. That was 1998. | left Syria right after that.
Certainly due to lack of opportunity back then in Syria. And



there was also a two-years mandatory military service that

| have to attend if | didn’t make the choice to go and serve
out in Gulf countries. So | chose to go into Saudi Arabia. | had
some relatives there and, and started my career path in there.
It was really a great journey of learning and developing myself.
Community-wise. I'm also heavily involved in so many kind of
areas especially around the Syrian activities and settlements
and progress in Edmonton here.

Ahmed Farawan (15:38):
[Arabic]

Mazen Kasim (15:52):

| just wanted to say that end of the day Syria is still a home.
Canada is my second home, and I'm so proud being where I'm
at, and so far the journey that I've been through that led to
this outcome.

Khalil Farawan (16:07):
[Arabic]

Mazen Kasim (16:37):

Of course, | didn't know anything about Canada initially. |
landed in Vancouver, hosted by a very close friend to my
dad’s— Feiroz Rasul. And because | had one cousin here in
Edmonton who | was very close to, | decided I'm gonna be
moving into Edmonton. And here we are.

Ahmed Farawan (17:00):
[Arabic]

Urdu News (17:23):
[Urdu]

Shamsiya MH (17:43):

Before Canada, | was in Mozambique. Before Mozamb ique,
| was in Geneva, and before Geneva, | was into Tajikistan.
Been going around a little bit, live, living in three different



continents. And now I'm here in Canada. My background is in
health. | was trained as a medical doctor back in Tajikistan. |
am now working at a community health center.I'm a program
manager. I'm managing a big team of 20-plus staff.

Jan Dubinski (18:25):
| think diversity is — you learn a lot. You know, you take your
blinders off and open your mind up a little bit.

Dominique Pattinier (18:34):

Do | feel like an immigrant? No, not really. | don’t think about
it every day, Once in a while, I'm, I guess I'm, | am being re
reminded, but not, not on a daily basis.

Shamsiya MH (18:47):

| left Tajikistan when | was about 4 to 5 years old. | grew up
into Tajikistan, went to school. Tajikistan. | do visit often. My
parents, they're both Tajikistan. All my families are there. | have
no immediate family here besides my husband’s family. My
parents are,— they're very proud of me. They're proud what |
achieved. I'm from the Badakshan in Tajikistan from the Pamirs,
and we do speak a dialect called Pamiri. | do speak Tjaik, which
is the official language of Tajikistan. | do speak Russian. that

is our second language. And | do speak French. Je p;arle le
francais. And | do speak a little bit of Portuguese when | lived
in Mozambique. So | picked up Portuguese when | was there,
so a few languages.

Nouri Hassani (20:09):

So yeah, it's it was it was horrible time that | went through, but
Alhamdullilah, I'm okay right now. So since | came to Canada, |
was, you know, one of the luckiest people, maybe.

Shamsiya MH (20:21):
[Tajik]

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau (20:41):
Canada’s a country that was built by immigration. Waves of



people came to this country, were welcomed by the folks who
had lived here for millennia — the First Nations and the folks
here on Treaty 4 land — and built this society with waves of
people fleeing religious prosecution, fleeing, tyranny, fleeing
to try and build a better life for themselves here than they
had back home. These people always want the same thing: to
be able to live in peace, to raise their families, and to create a
better future for themselves and their communities.

Navin Virani (21:28):

So, you know, you say it in English, “Hello, or How are you?” [
Urdu / Kutchi / Gujurati / Swahili ] Then also, | know a little bit
of French. “Comment allez-vous ? »

Shamsiya MH (21:56):

For my daughter. I'd like her to have this understanding of

— not just geographically where's, where's Tajikistan, but —
more to learn about the, the language first, of course, the, the
traditions and the connections.

Muslim Harji (22:18):

I met my wife at the community center. | was helping out the
refugees who were arriving. And when | met my wife there,
when | met this girl there, | went out and introduced myself
and put my hand forward and said, “Hi, I'm Muslim.” So she
said, “Big deal. I'm a Muslim too,” So at that point, | said, no,
this is the girl that | have to marry, you know,

Shamsiya MH (22:44):

I'm proud to be Canadian, but | would like to continue and
keep that tradition of being a Tajik and introducing a lot of my
tradition to my daughter as well. So she feels that she has that
background. Yeah, I'm, I'm, I'm proud to be that Canadian.

Shezan Muhammedi (23:03):

It was one of the other structured questions | did ask is, you
know, after being in Canada for, you know, 30, 40 years at this
point, how do you identify yourself? Very fascinating thing



that came out of that was everyone described themselves

as Canadian. and a lot of that had to do with both times. So

a lot of ‘em said, we've spent so much time in Canada, so it's
natural that we feel this attachment. And then many of them
expressed what they believed to be Canadian values. So they
said, you know, we believe in the values of Canada, which
they sort of described as, you know, democracy, freedom of
speech. a lot of them said, it's a land of opportunity. So, you
know, if you work hard, you can achieve really good things.
Very tolerant of both our views and us as a community.

Nouri Hassani (23:45):

Now it's time for me to give back for the community and for
the people who help us and help me and help my family. We
are human right, and we should help each other regardless
from our background, race, religion, or whatever

Shezan Muhammedi (24:09):

| think as a kid, | wasn't thinking about it too much, something
that developed as | got older, but there is of course, this sort
of shame or this guilt that you feel for, for, for, for benefiting
from all their hardships.

Mazen Kasim (24:23):

End of the day, what | wish and hope for my kids is to grow up
and be international citizens—people who, you know, are very
proud of their origin and culture and religion as well.

Alex Tran (24:41):

| think the immigration stories go beyond the arrival into the
new country. There's something interesting that happens
afterwards, and to me, what happens to the next generation is
interesting.

Benafasha Amiri (24:56):

On a fui I'’Afghanistan pour un meilleur securité, premierement,
mais aussi pour un espoir d'une meilleur monde. Pour un
meilleur avenir, pour notre vie actuel, mais pour les prochaines



générations.

Patsy Van Roost (25:13):
All our stories are different and all are legitimate no matter
where you came from, and no matter why you had to come.

Nizar Fakirani (25:22):
The core of it is that we share this value of pluralism, of
accepting differences. We are Canadians. Shukr.

[Instrumental interlude until 30:00]
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This catalogue includes (1) a small section of writing related to
the exhibition, (2) a presentation of exhibition photographs of
the installations at venues across Canada, (3) a short collection
of press clippings and comments from visitors, (4) an appendix
of the printed exhibition panels reproduced here in booklet
format, and (5) a transcript of the exhibition’s audio play.




