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We've found that people really like “West Hants County",
“Lydia Jackson”, and “U.l. Line" because they're home grown.

Three of Four the Moment's members are from the large and

.. "long-standing” Black communities of Nova Scotia. (Beth

moved to Halifax in 1982 from Montreal.) Delvina and Kim
grew up in Lake Loon, near Halifax. Delvina estimates "the
Black community in and around Halifax is about half of the

entire Black population in Nova Scotia.”

A 1767 census indicates that there was a Black slave
population of 104 in the province. Numbers were greatly in-
creased by the migration of over 3500 '‘Black Loyalists' who
had been promised freedom and opportunity by British of-
ficials. (During the same period over 1200 Black slaves,
owned by fleeing White Loyalists, also arrived in the pro-
vince.) The arrival of the ‘Black Loyalists’ marked the first step
in the long struggle for the survival and continued existence
of some of the oldest Black communities in Canada.

The promises made by the British proved to be empty ones.
Less than one-third of the Black Loyalists received land en-
titlements. Those entitlements that were given were much
smaller than promised, and located either in remote regions
where land was less fertile, or on the outskirts of White set-
tlements. The three largest out-lying Black settlements were
at Birchtown (near Shelburne), at Brindley Town (near
Digby), and at Little Tracadie in Guysborough County.

The largest “fringe” settlements were those of East and
North Preston near Halifax/Dartmouth. As Delvina put it,

“The Prestons - it's the oldest Black community in Canada.
It's where it started.” Lake Loon, where she and Kim are
from, and its "sister place” Cherrybrook, are smaller com-
munities near the Prestons. Near, but there are distinct dif-
ferences. "Each community has its uniqueness and its own
idiosyncracies...There are differences in family lineages, in
names, and in where people migrated from."” Delvina went on
to explain that “most of the people from Cherrybrook and
Lake Loon are descendents of the Loyalists who landed 200
years ago” and that the Loyalists “also made inroads into
North Preston and East Preston, but for the most part North
Preston was the settlement of the Maroons."

The Maroons were fiercely independent Black rebels from
the hills of Jamaica who, after years of warring with the
British, were induced to negotiate a settlement. The British
officials had negotiated in bad faith, and immediately pro-
ceeded to round up 600 of the Maroons and transport them to
Nova Scotia. They arrived in 1796, and settled in the Prestons,
but most did not stay for long. In 1800, they left for the "free”

map of Nova Scotia reproduced from The Preserver, Black Cultural Society of Nova Scotia newsletter, May 1983.

West African colony of Sierra Leone. Eight years earlier, in
1792, 1200 Blacks had quit Nova Scotia for Sierra Leone in
anger and discouragement over the meagre land entitle-
ments, the persistence of slavery and indenture, and the
denial of the vote.

In the years following the exodus to Africa, many Blacks in
the settlements began to move into Halifax and Dartmouth.
Consequently, “most of the Black people in Dartmouth are
people from the Prestons, Lake Loon, and Beechville. The
people in Halifax may have migrated from Truro or
Africville."”

Africville was a Black settlement on the Bedford Basin,
north of Halifax proper but still on the peninsula. It was
founded in 1815, predominantly by Black refugees from the
War of 1812. Over 2000 arrived in the province, half of them
settling in the depleted Prestons; the other half either going
to existing communities in the province or breaking ground in
Africville. Delvina pointed out that in the early community,
"there were also people from the Maroons, who had lived in
the Prestons... A lot of them moved [to Africville] because
they wanted to be closer to the town centre.” Despite the
seeming complexity of migrations, settlement and resettle-
ment, the Black Loyalists, the Refugees of 1812, and the
Maroons represent "“the same origins for all the Blacks in
Nova Scotia, with the exception of Sydney [Cape Breton]
where there are a lot of Black people from the Caribbean,
who came up to work in the steel mills."”

Debby Jones, the third member of the group, is originally
from Truro, which is north of Halifax, on the Minas Basin. Ac-
cording to Debby, Trurc developed in a similar way to
Halifax - as a point of resettlement for Blacks from outlying
areas. "Most of the people in the Truro community are from
other communities, and they still maintain close ties. Most of
the people consider themselves from Guysborough, or from
this community or that community, and that they're from
Truro secondly. When you meet someone from Truro you
never ask them what street they live on, you ask them what
Black community they came from, or where did their family
live, even though they might not have been there for the last
fifty years....

"“There are three Black communities in Truro, but | don't
know how many people - let's just say that it's small enough
that everybody knows everybody else. Black people in Truro
were connected in certain ways. They worked on the trains,
which in those days were the good jobs. It was steady income
and they were guaranteed work, full-time. [But] it was still a
poor community in comparison with other communities."

KEY

1 Yarmouth

2 Greenville

3 Weymouth Falls
4 Southville

5 Hassett

6 Danvers

7 Acaciaville

8 Jordantown

9 Conway

10 Granville Ferry
11 Lequille

12 Inglewood (Bridgetown)
13 Middletown

14 Cambridge

15  Gibson Woods
16  Kentville

17 Three Mile Plains
18 Amherst

19 Springhill

20 Truro

21  Hammonds Plains
22 Lucasville

23  Cobequid Road (Sackville)
24  Beechville

25  Halifax

26 Dartmouth

27  Cherry Brook

28  North Preston
29  East Preston

30 Liverpool

31  Shelbourne

32 Trenton

33 New Glasgow
34  Antigonish

35 Monastery

36 Upper Big Tracadie
37 Mulgrave

38  Sunnyville

39 Lincolnville

40  North Sydney

41  New Waterford
42  Sydney

43  Glace Bay
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