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INTRODUCTION

This zine is based on transcriptions of an intervie
Kom'boa Ervin for No One Is lllegal R
to my 2010 publication Anarchists in th
Liberation Army. It is the second piece of
of elders from the Black Liberation move
organizing autonomously from the state
movements.

rview conducted with Lorenzo
adio Montreal. It is the follow-up

e Blagk Panther Party & the Black
a project of documenting the voices
ment who believe in the principles of
,» and in sharing power in resistance

In Winter 2011, | had the privilege of an hour-long phone interview with
Lorenzo Kom'boa Ervin, mentor to many, elder, former Black Panther, life-long
organizer, and author of ‘Anarchism and the Black Revolution’. Ervin's famous
work has inspired many of us. What is much less well-known, however, has
been his impressive life history of organizing which has spawned numerous
projects which are now institutions all over North America.

Young black people so often grow up hearing about heroes like Malcom X,
Martin Luther King Jr.,, and Rosa Parks. They are the figureheads which often
are the first to ground us in terms of our history of resistance, of trying to
free ourselves from racist systems of oppression like slavery, segregation,
and police oppression. We aren't as often reminded, though, of the huge
amount of grassroots organizing that made it possible for massive political
changes to have taken place: change is not the work of a few exceptional
individuals, charismatic as they may be, but it comes from the sacrifice and
labour of those countless unnamed individuals, communities, nr_elghborhoods,
and workplaces who had the strength to fight back. One of Ervin's most valu-
able contributions in this interview is his continual assertion that it is these
mass tendencies of resistance that led to the circumstances that made thgsei
changes possible, and actual. This includes the struggle of those politica
prisoners who continue to live behind bars to this day.

Lorenzo Kom'boa Ervin has been part of by-the-people, for-ths-p::ar;l;
organizations throughout his life. This interview ipzwif:ls cxsrodls
unbelievable life trajectory: his involvement as a yout hig in%o?vement o
Organizing in then-segregated Chattanooga, Tennessee, ecution by the FBI,
the Black Panther Party, his time spent in Cuba fleeing plFOS i, It also detail
and his deportation and subsequent torture in Czechos ovain North America.
his help in creating what are now consid:ered institutions e United States,
Ervin was part of forming the first Anarchist Black ﬁrossvglment in the United
and played an integral role in the initial Cop Watch mo
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States. Anarchist Black Crosses continue to be inteqr ' -
. \ . alto L
prisoners in the United States and Canada, ang C%p Watilépgfgtof POltcy
in countless cities from New York, to New Haven, 91ams ey

, to Winnj -
challenging police violence and impunity by assertin 'PEg, Manitgp,

the right *
on police abuses by documenting them, o T TGt o keep

Ervin's life trajectory is a testament to th
Equally impressive is his commitment to dj esistance moye.

ments, rather than centralizing it in political parties or in charismatic leaders,
Throughout his life and works, including Anarchism and the Black Revolution,
Ervin has continued to emphatically assert the importance of people po

Wer,
In his own words, taken from the interview transcribed in this publication:

"If we don't give voices to peoh)le who have never had voices before,

the we can’t be surprised if all we get is the same old spin and the
same old people and the same system.

€ power of resistance and suryiyq
stributing power in r |

Though many things have changed since the 1960's, racial profiling, deten-
tion and deportation of ‘illegal’ immigrants, massive incarceration of people
of colour, and the continued destruction of indigenous peoples lands contin-
ues to be our shared reality in both Canada and the United States. Hopefull
by sharing these historical reflections, the words of elder freedom fighters

can continue to inspire and drive our libratory movements and ground us in
the present.

- Robyn Maynard, May 2011

This zine is a transcription of an interview that was originally conducted
for No One Is llle

gal Radio (CKUT Montreal), part of a continuing written f
an? radio project focusing on anarcho-indigenists and anarchist people 0
colour,

Interview and zine ¢

. o-ordinati
Design and layout b aakan 1y Robyn Maynard

, Kinneret Sheet
ranscription by Dar): Mack elreet

Ng%er?ﬂ;"}ﬁgg blyRTaS'hE! Zamudio & Robyn Maynard
Jaggi Singh 9al Radio is co-hosted ang produced by Robyn Maynard &
INFO:

Www.nooneisillegal.org I

nooneisillegal@gmail.com
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2



INTERVIEW WITH
LORENZO KOM’BOA ERVIN

up in Chattanooga, Tenness
Yo“,g;:::o: The way that history fro
segera"y emphasizes the household
Ly those days: Martin Luther King, etc. During this period you
o actually involved in smaller-scale, grassroots challenges.
:ﬁ:& you talk about your early organizing during that time?

ee, while it was still under
m this time has been written
names of political organiz-

s kind of different from a lot of the cities in the South, first of
Chaltttanaiogfiln:vaarily a working-class black city, so when the protests came and
o “; dent led, there weren't any black preachers or anything holding them
werlf-(: S/'?\Lr:d also there wasn't anything holding them back in terms of tactics.
< tests which started out with just a small bunch of studeqts at the local
T‘h ; proh ol spread, and soon we had downtown workers coming in to sup-
hi)grl; sbce(?ausepdown’town was where they had the major industrial plants and
gll that sort of thing.

' ' | this and my cousin being one of the ;tuder)t
fers 310Ut|; Icrilrg\}fnr?rlidglr?doz)ﬂitically educited, in a.rea.l sense sgelngfthlus
o If 9{0 as seeing large numbers of people getting involved, first c: all,
" mgsg . v\gr been active in anything before. And seeing young piﬁgtewn;i
ggg f(?r tﬂz first time, actually setting the agenda for the protests.

extremely empowering for me.

And what drew you to become involved in the Black Panther
movement?

: inating Com-
Well first | went through years of the 'Student rl:lodrl\flglrf]’»;‘tocnof‘:ﬁ;n%oio 64,
mittee (SNCC) and the vl rights period that ha dominated by adut. Then
somewhere right in there. The early pe”c.)d e ne of the major militant
SNCC got involved and in that earlier period was ohad " mentor called il
organizations. So | was thrown into that, and | also o Chattanooga buthe
Ricks. He was one of the main organizers. He came

Was a travelling organizer for SNCC,
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SNCC was organization that was

by Dr. Martin Luther King, which were baseq ar
leadership. This was a movement that was ba ey
SO was part of a mass tendency, as Opposed to having a figureheaq Ie;:l“d
That experience of seeing grassroots organizing left an indeljp)e impf@ssi::
on me. Also then | was stuck here in Chattanooga, so | coulgyy becom
travelling organizer or that sort of thing because | was still in grade Schog)
when a lot of this stuff was going on. Still, | started doing Organizing arqypg
Chattanooga and ultimately worked in the Black Panther Party t

here for se.
eral years. Out of that experience, | was radicalized and became a lifelo

g
organizer.

US say, the mo\,emems‘
ound King's charig.

sed around the ma

i t icali Id you talk a little about the
king of being radicalized, cou 3
igmi:algclimate in Chattanooga that was part of your political
education?

: d

Well, you know, back in those days, you could be killed, an(;i \r:ea?gggiz;f&p
org;mizers were killed by the police. The police Oﬁeln-tlr}?IZn anc here Wi
with the Ku Klux Klan and many times were the Ku Klux d be;at you to death.
also racist civilians. A lynch mob could take you out anf o
This was still going on in this part of the south. So we ;Cﬁ g
and oppression by the police and by the Ku Klux Klan: whic e earle pri
tive. | received a great number of Klan threats, especially in

to resist
of the ‘60s, along with a lot of other youth. We were strong enough
all that,

. id several
| got railroaded to prison right around that time, in 1969, and did s
years time, When | got out, | got involved in activism again.

Well, let me 9o back a little bit,

‘|Wa'=_" Prosecuted in 1968, | think it was, | Was prosecuted in state court. A po-
lice informer had Penetrated the Black Panther Party there in Chattanooga,
and he set us Up. I was arrested and beaten severel
Was put on trig|. They

y by the local police and
claimed that we had kidnappe

d an informant. We faced

e

different from, le
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ges, but the informant didn't show up, for whatever reason, and

i serious char

Ny then the COPS could never get their story together. We wound up getting ac-
g quitted, but that marked me for very serious repression. The police followed
o me around, they parked police cars outside my house, in the front and back

0 of my house all the time. I'd come out and they'd arrest me for all kinds of
= stupid stuff, misdemeanor incidents that would just keep me tied up in court.

4 : . ;
That went on for years, and it got more serious after Martin Luther King was

;()dl sssassinated in 1968. Therx rebellions broke out in all the major cities in Ten-

\. qessee and around the United States.

" They tried to then railroad me to prison and tried to make me an informer to
enitch out other people so that they could break up the group, break up the

s movement in Chattanooga. That's when | had to go on the run and ultimately

cal hijack the plane to Cuba for political asylum, and that’s a story in and of
itself.
Could you tell us a little bit about your experience in Cuba and

nd _ Eastern Germany and how this also informed your larger politics?

up

ere The time that | was in Cuba was also the time when one of the leaders of the

ith. Black Panther Party, Eldridge Cleaver, was there, and he was having a great

ats number of difficulties with the Cuban government. While he was there, he was

ac- trying to organize Black Cubans into what they saw as an anti-government

od Black Panther Party. They were scared of that, because the Black people

sist there were some of the strongest supporters of the revolution against Ba-
tista, and they were afraid that they could lead another revolution if anyone
could. So they came down harshly on the Black Panther Party. Also, Cleaver

oral did some things that were provocative and they also took offence to that.
They couldn't arrest Cleaver or do anything to him at all, because he was
an international figure, but with the rest of us who they identified as Black
militants or in the Black Panther Party, they actually locked us up and put us

" in jail and deported several of us. | was ultimately deported myself. But |

’Za' stayed there locked up in a jail for about six months, and then they shipped

o me off the Czechoslovakia. When | got to (zechoslovakia, | was supposed to
be set up to be either killed or sent back to the United States. With the help

e 5



. d other student activists who hag been
frican students an .

of some Amovements in Africa, | was able to go on the run and hig

hbe::ratlosl; tes government which was seeking me at this time. dTh

United Zl months, but eventually | was captured and tortured 5

for sever ,

back to the United States.

€ from the
S went gy
nd betht

ia?
So you were tortured in Czechoslovakia?

0 escape with the help of the s
ey maa e CUStZiy,t: ugtol {?)agzgte (é;rmany Fzmd then from the'rep{fu‘vas
et Suppoiﬂten transported to Algeria or someplace else |nt Tca.
g haV: : ening, unfortunately, was that that was the wors Idp E;;
uedarote ?c? po to. ,Because every spy and agenFy in the w?;r e
?l:\e:zrap:etzzgl?ert:eie, agd so as soon as | showed up there, it was easy

0ss the border
to run me down and actually capture me and smuggle me acr
in to West Germany.

‘ in, and there | was
First | was taken to military security headquarters in Berlin, an

i board a
tortured. And then eventually | was taken back to the United States a
flight with two armed quards and given to the FBI.

Could you talk a little about the
archist Black Cross while you w
you and the way that your poli

support you received from the An-

ere in prison and how this affected
tics evolved?

Anarchist Black Cr

s first in prison, the original
along time. Then

stroyed. It was moribund for
ME young guys out of Scotland that had re-

0SS was dead, it had been de
there were o)

iﬂVOfVed in

als
lite
W
als
th

W;



The Anarchist Black Cross worked together with
that were sympathetic to this movement, and from
Free Lorenzo Movement. This Free Lorenzo Moye
sure on the United States government. Remem

Jimmy Carter was going all over the wor i

kind of crap, lecturing the rest of the wc:(rjk;a;‘;ggtahbuor;}; rt:u.rnzn rights all this
did was that W(.E said, ‘Well alright, you want to talk aboyt ;‘3 ts, Sp what we
about human rights in the United States? There are politica|m a) nghts,lwhat
United States.’ So his representatives would be speaking sorEr'Sc;lners in the
United Nations or another location. Someone would jump u anzw ire, at the
and call the name of other political prisoners. P, and Caj iy fegs

other groups of individuals
this were able to create the
ment put tremendous pres-
ber this was at a time when

This pressure continued for years, and eventually it led to a broader cam-
paign that the government really felt, and that was one of the things that
really pushed me out of prison.

You are coming from the Black Panther movement, which was heav-
ily policed and resuited in hardline political repression, including
incarcerations which are still ongoing. Could you talk a little bit
about why prisoner support is so important to social movements,
both from your own experience as well as from your own political

convictions?

n't be here without prisoner support. | be-
Id be incorrect to say just because of the
an anarchist in prison because | began
| past. | started doing that, and |
was really important, it was the

You've got to realize that | would
came an anarchist in prison. It wou
Anarchist Black Cross, but | became
reading and thinking about my OWn politica
also started getting anarchist literature. That |
literature from these groups that made me rethink my VIEWs.

ed a mass base, and it
rchists in the world at
w, this was at a time

What the Anarchist Black Cross did was that they creat

a
also allowed me to become on€ of the best known an

that time, and certainly in the prison movement. You kno

' t. This movement
imari k-led prisoner movemen
el i he l?nited States but it all over the world.

was being recognized not only int ;




So ygu know this \lNas a distinct time in history when all the '
outside were folding, and at this time they starteq recOgm? Ovemens MNihg l
of the prisoners’ struggle. "3 the important 7

\I
S0 the Anarchist Black Cross, and me being a representatiye of the p L)
Black Cross, was extremely important during that period. It was th: Anarcm.st |
Black Cross that was actually behind the campaign to create Ry

| . _ prisoner Unigng
in the United States. We were the first ones to actually raise the issue. We g

to get the Industrial Workers of the World and other unions to adopt it ang
support the rights of prisoners to unionize.

It was the Anarchist Black Cross that even raised a lot of the issues of poliica
prisoners in the United States effectively. There were a lot of us that weren'
given any sort of real publicity. And you've got to realize now that there are
groups who claim that they always have supported political prisoners, hk.e
Amnesty International. In those days though, they wouldn't support you
your case involved so-called violence. You couldn’t get any support. Thejy only
supported people who were non-violent, those who were going along with the
government line that the only people who had a right to struggle were those
who used so-called peaceful methods.

So it was really important for me to help create, the Anarchist Black Cross,
which was just coming into existence in the United States. They had a newslet-
ter that went all over the world and was in something like 16, 17 languages: I
gave massive publicity to political prisoners, and it brought in a ot of people
that were in support of the struggle.

Of course, by ‘71, when the Attica Rebellion takes place and all these prison-
ers are killed, it created even more support for the prisoners. But there Was

a long stage of struggle before that took place that we need to remember,
you know what I'm saying?

|_’d like to ask you in a little more detail what experiences and
Inf.luences led to you becoming an anarchist while you were in
II'.;'II:OH and how this related to your relationship with the Black

eration movement? How are black liberation and anarchism to
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S of pl
> that WEfﬁn’t
hat there
risoners [
Ipport you

rt, They oy

Jong withlte

» were dhost

3Jack ( .

Janeist

tof |

“9“395“t

two things that are mutually compatible in your own ideals?
u

yo
it's always been problematical. Because there wasn’t: to l?e quite honest, a

1 consciousness O | should say perhaps, an anti-racist CONSCIOUSNESS,
-rac'ljl E;zrl[he anarchist movement at the time. And it was a lot of struggle on
" eart 1o even point out 10 people how important it was to have anti-racist
Eglifics. people act now like it's always been there, but that isn't true, | can tell
you as a fact. | had to go through all kinds of struggle to educate large sec-
iions of the anarchist movement. That's the whole reason | wrote Anarchism
and the Black Revolution. It was really to educate the anarchist movement
Jbout racial politics as best | could. | was no expert or anything, but | just

-aised the issues as best | could.

My other objective was to have a method of educating a class of political
prisoners, and activists in the street if | could reach them, around what anar-
chism was and what its utility could be in terms of revolutionary politics. And
of course that hasn't really changed. | still do the same thing, in that sense,
try to on some level educate young black people, usually, or even veteran
activists around issues of how anarchism can be used for politically theory in
the black movement.

That process continues. | suppose it il continue after I'm gone, at least I'd
like to believe that.

Anarchism and Black Revolution was written over 30 years ago.
It's 2011 now. What would you add now, if anything, or what
would you change having the knowledge that you do now?

What I'm doing now is called Let's Organize the Hood: Volume 3 of Anarchism
and the Black Revolution. I'm making more of an appeal to people that do
community based organizing, making more of an appeal to anarchists to
understand that whole question of organizing peoples of colour is not just
to get Black people or Asians or whoever to join white anarchist movements
but to be able to define how that movement relates to them and to be able to
build tendencies that reflect their own histories and realities.




My whole reason for doing this third Yolume s less focuseq on g
anarchists, but to get ordinary people in the blfic.k coMmMunty

lour, involved in community-based organizing with
of coh r ,urpose is to get people of colour who are already anarchistg 4, ge't
ﬁr\lfztlv;:d ?n going into their communities and doing work,

the case up to this point. Up to this point, it's been the leftisy app

. roach, o

ising political issues and hope that people unite around thosg ISsues, Why
I?Stmhgas usually has led to is movements that are mostly Whites,

a

Or move.
ts made up of middle-class people of colour who have no connection
ments a
street people or to communities.

n‘ (:()l‘lm]umhe‘S
narchist Dr

And so I'm trying to break through that trying to let people'know hc;w to qg
organizing, and why you should do organizing. I've been doing that for quite

some time, but this is more overt. I'm writing it in terms of in terms of how
hip-hop politics can be used with anarchism.

Could you talk a little bit more about how you incorporate your

izing i here
anarchist ideals into on the ground organizing in a co:ltE:tt :::t "
people of colour often don’t identity as anarchists at lea
masse?

Well they won't identify unless it's n
quainted with. For instance yn

amed a leftist issues that they are ac
the levels of unemployment

employment. Right now, in the black commur;‘lltg;
are depression levels, But neither the anarch

oesn't stick tq the people
That's wha I'm saying. The
people in COMMmunities of

U'@n go on and on and on: jf the movement

, the people aren't inter

ested in the movement.
real

ity is, unless we're able to build programs that

-—



ihat even happening. There's no sym
about doing this stuff.

Pathy and there’s no consciousness
But to me what's more important is to reach directly people in communi
munities

of colour. To reach them with a program, based around day to day
also based around what we call transitional issues, You can takeairl‘siSues a:r‘l(d
; ssue like

unemployment and use that to build a mass campaign that would threat
the government, where peos people are essentially organized to take onatf\r;
government themselves without the filter of unions without the filter of th
church, without the filter of any of this stuff, :

That's a step towards anarchism, and we haven't even gotten that stage yet.
So for me, what | try to do when | become part of campaigns, is that | couldn’t
overtly call them an anarchist tendency and so forth, but we could say that we
raised the consciousness of the people by doing anti-authoritarian politics.
And how we sell that to the people is an important question. Clearly they're
not ready to fall behind what they see as white kids, immature white kids, that
all they do is spike their hair and get drunk. They're not ready to fallin behind
that, so if it's going to be sold to us, it's going to be sold to them, it's got to
sold to them based on their actual social circumstances, their real conditions

and the level of oppression facing them.

In terms of really fusing hip-hop and anarchism ideals, I'd say that you don't
have to be some special leader to do some organizing in the community. You
don't have to have some big, important NGO either. It comes down to this
whole question of representing, speaking to the masses of people and .hav-
ing the masses of people speak for themselves. These are very simple things,

but they can be made more overtly political.

hould mainstream that. | don't

This whole thing about direct democracy, We S a
: ut we should have it in a form

mean mainstream in terms of selling it out, b i
that builds some sort of formation that people can connect themselves 10 1L,

instead of just electoral politics as the only option for people. !E;en raciltf;ls

talk about electoral politics as their only option. We ne:ed to bl.Jll hs:omeuntrg

else, you know, we need 10 build some kind of organization, in this country
! 1

, f people to take
especially, in North America p 1

eriod, that allows the masses 0



partin it and have an alternative to the politicy| structure, inef 4 T
toral system. » Including g,
Elec.

I'm glad that you brought this up because you sa

people, even on the left, the far left, in the Uniteq St W so

Many
behind Obama because they were saying that this w::es;a'allyin
organizing even if they didn’t believe in electora grassroos

. | politi
saw it as strategic engagement. Some anarchist: a 165, the

: ' ctually g,
believe a strategic engagement makes sense, whe

) = reéas map
others just believe that the electoral system will never

- X ‘ lead to any
sort of mutual liberation. Could you give your opinion on strategic

engagement, voting and the electoral system?

| don't believe there’s ever going to be a progressive avenue inside the dem-
ocratic party or inside the electoral system for the most part. | think people

get so dogmatic and so steeped in history that they don't think creatively
about building something new and taking ideas we've got right now and re-
shaping those ideas. They're afraid to do that. So | think that the whole idea
of taking, for instance, direct democracy and putting that not only as just an
alternative but as a confrontation with electoral politics and representative
democracy and all this other garbage, and | mean garbage ideologically and

politically. | think that if we could do that, we may be able to build some kind
of formation that can involve millions of people.

:g: fg‘:;? ; ST highly critical "of Obama being elected. We called our ar-
badhe o B\acicfs in ng’h Places and we talked about his whole concept of
even the face Ofa;:ae tbat 2 the face of imperialism in the 21st century. Maybe
ifos, e WholeSrC(;?S' in bth‘e 21st century, in that he speaks for the corpo-
of all, and 1o give powelrnt elt:\g elected president is to save capitalism, first
elements of his constity 0 the corporations. Now he'll try to pacify certain
about us, eNCY, to some extent, but his real role is not to worry



"epresentaise
ologicall and
ild some kind

lled our ar-
concept of
ury. Maybe
the COTP"
m’sm' ﬁf st

whatever little scraps we win, if we win anything at all, ye
» WE'Te going to hay
e

ou'll have to fight me for account-

5o if somebody tells you that you've qot to f;

to give you, Fhen c.IearIy we need to bge Ortgafr:?zh;dn::tf; vm.at l’rr|1 not going

ing that | believe like some people believe that the headgofmg- I'm not say-

the head of state like they did with Bush and all that is rea] S:;‘te‘, removing

was never really the issue. The issue is to win whatever ri zns € lzsug. That
we can for‘ the masses of common people, and to fight og‘f th:;]e "'ctongs
programs in the United States. | don't see any mass movement that’ ::Sthiflty
the austerity programs other than these people in Wisconsin. These 2 '\'Ilg
all people will likely have to fight like hell just to stay alive. i people,

Obama is not the answer for us, he never was anyway, for poor people, for
people of colour, and certainly not for anarchists. Anybody who supports
anybody like him is a sellout, that's a sellout position. We should be trying to
build forces in the streets that oppose these austerity policies that Obama
himself is going to sign onto from the extreme right. We should be trying to
win whatever rights we can and victories in this period when labour and al
this is so weak anyway. Even the labour movement has sold out pretty much,

and now its on its last legs fighting to even stay alive.

We should be trying to build a grassroots movement of a new type based
on community organizing, based upon the poor, because ain't no revolution
gonna take place without the poor no way. We've got to give voices 10 people
ain't never had voices before. That's my belief. If we don't give vc?ices to
people who have never had voices before, the we can't be surprised if all we
get is the same old spin and the same old people and the same system.

he bottom up and we need to em-

My belief is that we need to build from t we nee
before. And that ain't coming from

power people that have never had power
the government and it ain't coming from Obama.

i Ik about
Cop Watch in Tennessee. C.an you talk abo
\Y'::::lth:t:g‘;;lla:::':ea:: to you and how challenging systemic po!lu-:;



we aot o realize that the ideas behind Cop Watch really
u[:5|\’e kgOPanther Party. The Panthers started the idea of
ac

: ice and letting people know when
itoring the police, challenging iR P in right 9 It was part of th

o gbeing Jrrested that they had certain rights. p of the
thc.ey. WTr ;lack Panther programming. Cop Watch vyas a natural extenhon, to
o that idea. There have been various iterations of Cop Watch, you've
S’upgorrtealize There were some more radical than others. You've got some
?t?;t \(:)vere Iibérals who just wanted certain kinds of fundam'ent?ll’ d|emocrat|c
ahts. There has never been any one unitary movement. | think it's |mportﬁnt
e is kind of break, trying to force accountability
nonetheless that you have this kind of break, try
upon the police.

Well, you know, YO
came OUt Of the

We're not strong enough to push the government out the way and push ’Fhe
police out of the way at this moment, but we can keep them from committing
genocide and mass murder, shooting and killing people in the street and so
on and nobody says anything. That's a very dangerous precedent if a com-
munity allows people to get killed and doesn't say anything.

In Chattanooga, Cop Watch came out of Black Autonomy. We formed Black

Autonomy in the late 80s-early ‘90s. The idea was to build a youth-based
movement. |t started out as a Black social and political tendency.

Fro.m this we started building the Black Autonomy Cop Watch. That was the
main group of Black Autonomy at the time. We managed to have a protest
at City Hall in 1990 to protest the shooting deaths of two young Black men
EEZFE;J Ahundred Some people came in there and took up the space where

SINEss men and all the others usually sat and ran them out of there.

And w.e took over the facilities and we spoke and everything against police
terrorism. | was arrested, and

T two other comrades with me, We were arrested

€Came the case of the Chattanooga Three. We were charged with
meeting and so forth. First it was a
nciting a riot, which is a felony, and that was very
Was convicted of that, | could haye been given a
two other convictions earlier in my life,

Y + N

disruption of 3 government
chatrge Me personally with
serious for me because if |

life sentence, becayse | had

n attempt to




a youth-based

1 continue, Black Auton.t?my createt?i the Cop Watch, which was meant to be
some kind of accountab.ihty mechanlsm.on police terrorism, using mass or-

Jnizing, Using commlu.nlty~based organizing. We had people in the projects
-nd different places giving rep.orts on what the police were doing over in their
neighborhoods. People with video cameras went oyt videotaping the police,
In one case, a guy used a tape recorder to record the police beating this quy
1o death in jail. He smuggled the thing in. They were beating this guy, basically
beating him to death. He smuggled it in and got that to us, and we put it on
the radio. This all comes out of a long-established campaign already against
police brutality, and Black Autonomy Cop Watch was just a follow-up on that.

The G20 that just took place in Toronto in July 2010 resulted in
massive protests which included property destruction. There is
a large debate on the left every time that property destruction is
included as a protest tactic. From your own life context, what is
your take on property destruction and sort of this debate that we
see on-going in the Left?

My answer would change depending on the context. One is the mass move-
ments | was part of, many of them were led by preachers and all this other
kind of thing, but on the outskirts of those movements they did have in many
instances armed force protecting the marchers. Where it was the Deacons
for Defense and Justice, whether it was the SNCC militia or whatever it was, in
later periods of the Black Power period especially, you had people with arms
protecting the marchers. Dr. King used to talk, you know, and a lot of the
other preachers used to talk about pacifism and this and that and that was
their primary tactic. But the reality was, in some instances they would have
been killed if nobody had been there with arms to protect their lives. They
won't ever say that, but it's a fact. This was also in Tennessee, right at the

same time that pacifist tendancies were going on.

The question is whether or not a movement which is part of a mass tendency
Or a mass protest resorts to property violence and if that property violence
is, does it further the goal of the movement as a whole. It all depends. Prop-
erty violence, | never saw that as a tactic anytime we were organizing. One
thing was, it would leave the officials, in a majority black march and somebody
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stal icu cam-s-: ;;mebody up in the street. Here in Memphis, thy; in

e
body or to M

StEmCe
inq was having a march here in 1968, before he Was murdereq the
when Dr. King Wireet people jumped up and started attacklng the downtg,
youth anddthefzrth And the police used that to, one, try to discredit py King,
?Off; 3na|si)0used it to create, essentially, martial law.
ut the

. : ce, it would be great to have proper
Offhand | can't SE;Y:&i:jﬁ?&:&tﬂ part of the movement, on the‘ othftzyr
violence ar:d SO 'tc’)s something that should be stopped. | don't agree wnth the
h.and I won ;Zze‘nts in the protest movement either who want to. make it out
?Egt:\jggbody who engages black bloc protetc,ts IS in fact a police agent or
;ao\ice provocateur, because that’s a lie, a straight out lie.

: ic. thi ing wi be
But | do think that a lot of this stuff is sophmoric, this breaklr.lg w:n:o:ts ;sow
doing it and not having any kind of plan or program or anything. | do “ﬁcai
for me, it's not something | want to engage in unless | can see some po

benefits out of it, you know what I'm saying. How it's going to advance the
movement, how's it's going to put the state up against the wall.

Are you saying that it can’t s

tand in for, and needs to be part of,
on-the-ground organizing in communities?
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s on who you've got as your base. If you've got young people as
they want it, then they going to participate in it, put ‘em out therel
have that, if you don't have that support, if it’s just a small group,
y discredited and could be put in a position that they get

It depend
our base
If you don't |
then they're easil i |
hurt. 50 that's my spin on It

['ve heard you say before that fighting racism always has to mean
fighting against capitalism at the same time. Could you elaborate

1 little bit on this?

Fighting racism should be a fight against capitalism, but one thing is black
ks can't sit and wait for white folks to decide that they going to get it. |
think that there should be political education of white activists in part of the
movement, but | don't think that should be the primary thing. | think the pri-
mary thing is that people who are subjected to oppression need to throw it
off. And they try to get their allies to understand why they're doing and what
they're doing and become part of it. but they can't wait around for white folks
o decide that “we understand this, this is an essential part of the struggle
against capitalism.” That's ridiculous. People are going to fight against every
form and every vestige of oppression. So in terms of racial oppression,
this country was founded on chattel slavery, on racial slavery. That's what
founded this country. That was the forerunner of capitalism in the first place,
soif you've got any kind of an analysis that doesn't include the fact that this

country was founded on slavery, you're lost. The economic backbone of th
country, was racial slavery and the maintenance of this capitalist system is a
form of structural racism. If people don't recognize this as part of fighting
capitalism, then it's a bankrupt ideology and a bankrupt movement and it
can't help but to fail.

On the other hand, | don't agree with what we used to call these narrow
nationalists or porkchop nationalists who take the perspective that all white
people are the devil and they have no good in them and they're scoundrels
and they're this and that. | don't accept that either, but it's a tricky situation.
White people have certain privileges, including a superiority of resources,
and they can't pop up one day at a Black mass meeting or in a Black move-
ment and say, “well, we want to be part of this and we're here to help you.
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h 4 we,“ e you " or Something like that. I've heard some people Say
GO ahedd, '

that.

be a situation where the people who are doing this organilzing have
It has to .e these people are allies. It isn’t incumbent upon the white people
0 recognlzif e're gonna go ahead and show them we're allies. We're going
. Say’hw'rf a’ll‘;:rs whether they like it or not.” | think the mistake of anarchists
;gietﬁi?ts period is this idea that we have the r’ight iQeology, we'vg gt?t the
right program. All these Blacks and so forth, they're going to hr.ec?insze it a’nd
they're just going to join. They're not going to do any such thing! hn you're
going to continue to have conflict if you take that kind of approach.

What is happening, unfortunately, what I've experienced, is thi§ c'i'ogmatlc as-
sertion that “this is our anarchism. You've got to conform to it.” And | think
that that's a very big mistake, that that is a kind of hostile politics. I've seen a
lot of that, I've experience some of that as well. I've tried to geta nur.nber of
organizations to create within their own ranks some type of organization that
could bring in, organize and recruit people of colour and have these kinds of
politics I'm talking about. A lot of that's been rejected out of ignorance and
some of it out of fear and who knows what else. Byt it's a mistake that is go-
ing to ultimately lead this movement to obsolescence if it’s not addressed.

In every problem, there's also an opportunity,

need to understand that they're not leading people. If there's going to be a

revolution in this country, it’s not going to be by white, middle-class kids or
somebody that dropped out of one of these ri

this argument with people inside of Love a
essentially come from VEry upper-crust fami
ally suffered the king of oppression I'm talk
Preach to people on the streets,

and the opportunity is that they

nd Rage some years ago. They
lies and so forth, they never re-
ing about. You can't go out and

The streets are n

ot over going to bow down to intellectuals, that ain’t gonna
happen. The sir

€et ain't gonna bow down to the acade
Some disconnected white kids that drop

P to ‘em, you know, something they don’

my. It's not going
out, come around
t even understand

and just talk cra
anyway,
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il people unders?tand that they got to rea(.:h out to people and not think
irat they're just going to have peoPle msflrch in and want to become part of
their crap- Until that happer'ls,. you're going to continue to have a divide on
racial and ethnic grounds within the anarchist movement itself.

Finally, from your own lived .historical experience, what advice
would you like offer to the liberation movements in the pres-
ent, including from your own current plans? Are there any final
thoughts that you would like to share?

| want to let people know that I'm still alive and I'm still organizing, still
thinking.

One thing | did learn in the Black Panther Party is important for what | want
o do now. There was a phase where the serve-the-people organizations
became more important than the Party central for a time, you know what I'm
saying? | learned that the whole idea of mass organizing and grassroots or-
ganizing with people who are concerned about issues and concerned about
survival, real survival, those are people who you can't shake off with a stick,
who you can't run off with a gun. And many times when the Party would have
been done in, long time ago, it was those people that protected the Party.

One example right quick is that in 71, the Detroit police department came
down with a tank to destroy the Black Panther Party. I'm serious now, a tank!
To destroy the Black Panther Party. And the only thing that stopped the cops
and all them from destroying the Black Panther Party, from blowing it up to
bits, was that there were people from those organizations that are parallel
with the Black Panther Party, you know, serve-the-people organiziations, who
came out and marched and held hands around the building and kept them
from coming in with a military force. That was the only thing. That the people
were out there in large numbers to prevent them from doing that, otherwise
they would have destroyed the building and who knows how many people
would have been killed?

Alot of things can go through your life and that's one of the things you don't
forget. And it makes you understand the relevance of the mass struggle. It
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\+ matter what period of history we're talking about, because it can hap-
doesn't ma I People say, “ON, it can’t happen now, that was back in the
= no,‘,” ' ;ICtILIIE:t’i true, there were SOME things that came about at that time
sixties. fihe becaui;e of the earlier civil rights period. But right now, right
i ized. It won't be exactly like in the sixties, but

now, something can be organ | . f
something can be organized right now with youth and with community fols,

ordinary community folks, and they can organize things right now.

So we're trying to make that happen. We're trying to politically educate and
train people and all that so that they can organize themselves. I'm not going
o be here, | might not even live long enough to see it happen. If | can get
it started. and somebody else can pick up on it and finish it, that's what it's
about. Because then when the youth pick up on it, the youth can take it. They
don’t need me as a personal leader or something or other. They don't need
me to show them everything. I've shown you something. You ain't got to see
it no more, you can do it for yourself.

Give the people the tools so that they can organize themselves. That's
something that hasn't happened in a long, long time.

no one is illegal
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