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        An emoji-spilling, hash-tag streaming visual prose-poem. There’s a 
force in the linguistic landscape of the Internet these days that is insistent 
and commanding and sometimes aggressive, an intensity perfectly 
captured in #whatev’s exquisite tableaux and uncanny hashtag poetry. A 
work of internet pageantry.
         Sourkes engages strategies of appropriation and assemblage as 
forensic tools to give expression to the psychic energies of the digital 
world. The imagery she finds, reworks and restages is often spectacular 
– luminous and seductive in the way screen worlds tend to be – and the 
juxtapositions of iconographical elements she orchestrates are always 
evocative: canny and mysterious simultaneously. Signs of psychic energy 
take form as shimmering, effervescent colour fields, molecular tidal waves 
and swooshes of abstracted electrical currents: forces that conjure and 
ceaselessly carry along the pictographic people who inhabit these worlds. 
        The internet looks a lot different now that it did before, with the 
full-bodied, full blown theatricality of the pictographic figures and emojis 
circulating today vastly dissimilar in tone and tenor than the more 
restrained and whimsical aesthetics of the ASCII coded imagery found on 
the web at the turn of the millennium. The rhetorical intentions of today’s 
emoji-laden messages appear to have changed from those that guided the 
use of the emoticon: they no longer function to clarify emotional tone, they 
merely amplify it. 
        This is a shouty universe, full of fattened, flattened figures – mostly 
male - angry and insistent avatars, lurid expression and lots and lots 
of finger-pointing. There is always work to do: things to like, buttons to 
push, money to make and caution to take. It feels like a place on the 
edge – of catastrophe or calamity or another modification – with its 
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symbolic population perpetually working, always moving, forever climbing, 
slipping, falling, running. If these plastic people do lie down, they need 
to plug in first. More poignantly, they sit alone, head down and look to 
their phones for signs of connection. It’s a site of endless searching, of 
danger and loneliness, of hackers and trolls and terrorists with guns and 
an unforgiving, unrelenting momentum. #anxietylife. #stateofemergency. 
#illshutupwhenyoufuckoff.
        As tag and topic marker, the hashtag locates what is trending within 
broader discursive communities, and here grounds the visual and thematic 
motifs of each section in terms of given meanings, a grounding that is 
necessarily temporary and often ambivalent. The text rather than image 
clarifies the tonality of the visual realm, albeit provisionally. Meaning is 
a slippery thing, even more so in an environment defined by constant 
movement and unceasing upgrading. #whatev, indeed.
        If the hashtag titles for each section and the hashtag trees that 
introduce them anchor meaning, they do so only briefly and precariously. 
The hashtag also functions performatively: it defines worlds, produces 
identity, finds correspondences, makes poetry, builds community, 
invites interpretation, conjures speech and generates affect. This is the 
redemptive work of the hashtag and, of course, of language itself. Though 
not all that is conjured has redemptive value, and in some cases, some 
hashtags summon sentiments equal to or greater than the emotional 
violence suggested in the visual tableau, it’s the possibility the tag offers to 
create new conversations or to direct conversations that already exist that 
gives the hashtag its particular power. In the end, it could just be the lowly 
little hashtag that will pull the inhabitants of #whatev-ville from the brink of 
self-annihilation. #suchisthepowerofspeech. 
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